EXCERPT FROM THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF CBS-Ext.(02)

6.2 Information Systems and Services (ISS) (agenda item 6.2)
……../………


Guidance for using the Internet between GTS centres

6.2.17 The Commission recognized that, for several small NMHSs, the Internet was the only affordable telecommunication means for transmitting meteorological information, despite its possible shortcomings (availability, reliability, delays). With respect to data exchange via e-mail over the Internet, the Commission endorsed recommended practices for collecting observational bulletins, which covered the format of the message and arrangements limiting the security risks, that were developed from the experience gained by several GTS centres.  The recommended practices are included in the Annex to this paragraph.  The Commission noted that some RTHs also use e-mail, including request-reply mechanisms, for providing data and products to NMCs, and it requested the OPAG on ISS to study further that matter in the more general framework of delivery of information upon request.

6.2.18 Recognizing that the establishment of Internet-based connections between GTS centres was an  opportunity, the Commission noted with satisfaction that the Expert Team had developed a guidance document on virtual private networks (VPNs) via the Internet between GTS centres. The document described the most appropriate procedures and implementation options that would minimize the operational and security risks. It noted that those guidelines would be further refined in the light of the experience gained in implementation, and expressed its appreciation to the ECMWF for contributing to the validation of the best option(s) for GTS centres through operational tests. It also invited all WWW centres to report and share their own experience. The Commission underlined that the guidance document on VPNs was strongly influenced by the rapidly changing technology, and it recommended that the document be published in an electronic form on the WMO Web server and be provided in printed form to NMHSs that requested it.  The guidance document on VPNs via the Internet between GTS centres should eventually also be made available in at least English, French, Spanish and Russian.

6.2.19 The Commission also recalled that online DCST information resources were available on the WMO Web server for providing all Members with practical information and guidance on the actual implementation of data communication systems and techniques.  It invited all WWW centres to continue contributing to, and making use of, those information resources.

