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ENGLISH only


EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING
1.1
Opening of the meeting

The meeting will open at 9.00 a.m. on Thursday 11th December 2003 at the offices of the Meteorological Service of New Zealand Limited (MetService), 30 Salamanca Road, Kelburn, Wellington. 
1.2 Election of the chairperson

1.3 Adoption of the agenda

1.4 Working arrangements

Pre-session and in-session documentation will be in English only. 

Participants in the meeting are invited to submit documents related to the various items of the provisional agenda.  Documents should be sent to the Secretariat preferably by electronic mail in MS Word to jmrainer@wmo.int.

The WMO Secretariat provides all the available documents, including a documentation plan, on the WMO WEB server under http://www.wmo.int/web/www/TEM/EMDCS-INT/documents.htm .

After the opening, the meeting will hold a one-day workshop on the use of the Internet (see below) and working sessions from 12th to 16th, including Saturday 13thAM.

2.
WORKSHOP ON UTILIZATION OF THE INTERNET BY NMHSS FOR THE EXCHANGE OF METEOROLOGICAL AND RELATED INFORMATION (joint with RAV ICM-GTS&ISS)

2.1
Experience gained, in particular in Region V

2.2
CBS guidance on use of Internet

2.3
Identification of technical and/or operational issues
Through a one-day workshop on 11th December 2003, held jointly with the Implementation - Coordination  Meeting on the GTS and ISS in RA V, the meeting will review the utilization of the Internet by NMHSs for the exchange of meteorological and related information.  It will assess the experience gained and identify relevant technical and/or operational issues, taking into account the guidance developed by CBS.

Participants are invited to submit proposals.  

3.
FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNICAL AND OPERATIONAL GUIDANCE ON USE OF INTERNET 

3.1
E-mail services

3.2
FTP and HTML services

3.3
Virtual Private Network (VPN) services


Based on the guidance already developed by CBS (updated Guide on Internet practices, Guide on VPNs, Procedures for data-collection via E-mail) and taking account of new developments, the meeting will develop proposals for improved technical and operational guidance on use of the Internet by NMHSs.

Participants are invited to submit proposals.  

4.
OTHER DATA-COMMUNICATION SERVICES

The meeting will review other data-communication services, as appropriate.

