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PROVISIONAL AGENDA

(Work plan and expected contribution)

1.    ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING (ET-CTS)
1.1    Opening of the meeting

1.2    Adoption of the agenda

1.3    Working arrangements

EUDCT (Enhanced Use of Data Communication Techniques):  chaired by Jean-François GAGNON
2.    REVIEW OF THE CURRENT STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF TCP/IP PROCEDURES AND APPLICATIONS AT GTS CENTRES
 [Expected contribution]

· Participants are invited to report the current status of implementation of TCP/IP procedures at their GTS centres.  For example:

· Status of migration to TCP/IP

· Status of usage of WMO sockets

· Status of usage of file naming convention

· Status of usage of FTP procedures

· Status of usage of Email procedures

· Status of usage of Internet (include usage of VPN over Internet for GTS for main or backup)

· Status of any other TCP/IP collection or dissemination mechanisms

· Any Information Technology Security issues

· Any other issues (for example IP routing)
3.    RECOMMENDED PRACTICES FOR TCP/IP PROCEDURES AND APPLICATIONS 
3.1    TCP/IP procedures on the GTS
[Work plans and deliverables]

c1.  Finalize a new IP address scheme and migration plan to resolve the issue of IP addresses for GTS links, in close association with the centres that are the main users of the current IP addresses  (mid 2005). 

c2. Study IPv6 and the possibility of registering IPv6 addresses for WMO purposes (End of 2006).
[Expected contribution]

· Provisional arrangement for the use of IP address over the GTS “IP-addresses-GTS_Prov2005sept.doc”  (Jean-François GAGNON)
· Report on the outcome of IP unnumbered test by BoM and JMA (Ian SENIOR) 
· Study of  IPV6, especially Unique Local address (RFC-4193) and the possibility of registering IPv6addresses  for WMO purpose (Akihiko NAKAZONO)

· Report on other IPv6 developments (especially status of IPv6 in North America and Europe would be desirable)  (Allan DARLING/ David BROWN, Remy GIRAUD/  Ilona GLASER/ Phil CHAMBERLAIN)
3.2    TCP/IP based services

[Expected contribution]

· Secure data input (Web base, e-mail, etc.) via the Internet (Wai-man MA, Kevin ALDER) 

3.3    File-naming conventions
[Reference (excerpt from ICT-ISS-2004)]

 For pflag = W (planned WMO product identifier), there is a requirement to define the allocation tables for the corresponding mandatory fields "productidentifier", "oflag", "originator" and "yyyyMMddhhmmss".  This task was being undertaken by the ET-IDM in 

co-ordination with the ET-EUDCS; 

The ICT-ISS noted that after an exchange of technical comments and suggestions,        the two ETs agreed to establish a joint ad-hoc task group, working by correspondence, to        finalize the proposed set of rules.

[Work plans and deliverables]

b. Finalize the general new file naming convention, in collaboration with the ET-OI (End of 2005).
[Expected contribution]

· Report on the practical use of file-naming conventions (pflag=Z) in Japan (Nobue KISHI) 

[Note]
· Steve Foreman (IPET-MI) was contacted for comments.  No replies from him yet.  There hasn’t been any progress on a joint ad-hoc task group.

4.    RECOMMENDED PRACTICES FOR DATA COMMUNICATION AND DATA ACCESS PROCEDURES

[Work plans and deliverables]

d. Draft recommended practices for data-communication and data access procedures, in particular OPeNDAP, NetCDF and HDF (Q3 2006).

[Expected contribution]

· OPeNDAP, NetCDF and HDF (David BROWN ) 

[Note]

· Discussion on UNIDART project in item 7.1 also contributes to this agenda item.

5.    GUIDANCE FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF DATA COMMUNICATION FACILITIES (GTS & INTERNET) AT WWW CENTRES

[Reference (excerpt from EC-LVII)]

Appreciating the guidance material being developed by CBS for the operational use of the Internet with minimized operational and security risks, and its importance for smaller NMHSs, the Council requested CBS to actively pursue this task, and urged NMHSs to contribute their experience and expertise.

[Work plans and deliverables]

a. Finalize the Guide on use of FTP and FTP servers at WWW centres, the Guide on Information Technology Security (ITS) at WWW centres and review the Guide on Internet Practices as necessary  (End of 2005).
5.1    Guide on use of FTP and FTP servers at WWW centres

[Expected contribution]

· Report on updating the Guide on use of FTP and FTP servers at WWW centres (Akihiko NAKAZONO)
5.2    Guide on Information Technology Security (ITS) at WWW centres

[Expected contribution]

· Status report (Jean-François GAGNON)
5.3    Guide on Internet Practices

[Expected contribution]

· Review/updating the Guide on Internet Practices  (?)

5.4    Guide on Virtual Private Network (VPN) via the Internet between GTS centres

[Work plans and deliverables]

c.  Update and refine as required the current Guide on Virtual Private Networks (VPN) via the Internet between GTS centres.
[Expected contribution]

· Updating the Guide on VPN via the Internet between GTS centres (Remy GIRAUD)

· VPN empirical information and tips through WIS VPN pilot project in Regions II and V (?)

· Presentation on VPN project in RAVI (Matteo DELL’ACQUA)
DCS (Data Communication Structure):  chaired by Hiroyuki ICHIJO
6.    REVIEW AND FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE IMPROVED MTN PROJECT

6.1    Review and further development of IMTN cloud I
6.2    Review and further development of IMTN cloud II

6.3    Evolution towards the WIS core network
[Reference (excerpt from EC-LVII)]

The Council reaffirmed that the GTS and the Improved MTN would be the basis for the core communication component of WIS that would facilitate the reliable exchange and delivery of time-critical data and products.

[Work plans and deliverables]

f.  Proposed updates to the organization and design principles for the GTS, especially the MTN, taking benefits from ICT development (e.g. MPLS), including its evolution towards the core communication component of WIS (End of 2006). 
[Expected contribution]

· Status and plans of the IMTN cloud I (Takahiro SAITO will consolidate reports from BoM, NOAA and UKMO)

· Status and plans of the IMTN cloud II, including MPLS migration (Matteo DELL’ACQUA will consolidate reports from CMA, DWD, MeteoFrance, JMA, UKMO and others)
· Status and plans on participation in IMTN project in Regions I and III  (Ilona GLASER , Jose Mauro de REZENDE)
· Consideration on evolution towards WIS core network (Hiroyuki ICHIJO)
7.    WIS DATA COMMUNICATION STRUCTURE 
7.1    WIS pilot projects
7.2    Organization and design principles
[Work plans and deliverables]

e. Draft Organization and Design principles for the WIS data communication structure (Q3 2006); promote/coordinate related pilot projects, including the WIS VPN pilot project in Regions II and V.
[Expected contribution]

· Report on VPN pilot project in Regions II and V (Yoritsugi OHNO with Akihiko NAKAZONO )

· Report on SIMDAT project including outcome of SIMDAT ad hoc meeting (Matteo DELL’ACQUA)

· Report on UNIDART project (Ilona GLASER)

· Draft Organization and Design principles for the WIS data communication structure (Hiroyuki ICHIJO)
7.3    Coordinated data-distribution systems (including IGDDS)

[Reference (excerpt from EC-LVII)]

Emphasizing the important role of satellite-based data-distribution systems and noting with appreciation their extensive implementation and the significant technological upgrades (e.g., DVB-S) that were achieved, the Council urged CBS to pursue the coordinated integration of these systems, in particular, the new Integrated Global Data Dissemination Service (IGDDS), into the GTS/WIS as components for the distribution of a large volume of information
[Work plans and deliverables]

g. Promote and facilitate with operating NMSs and organizations the integration of satellite-based data-distribution systems into the GTS/WIS as coordinated components for the distribution of large volume of information, including the new WMO Space Programme Integrated Global Data Dissemination Service (IGDDS).
[Expected contribution]

· Presentation on coordinated data-distribution systems including IGDDS (JMA expert in stead of WMO Secretariat on WSP)

8.    GUIDANCE ON DATA-COMMUNICATION SERVICES FOR GTS-WIS IMPLEMENTATION 
8.1    Satellite-based telecommunication services
8.2    Managed data-communication network services
8.3    Internet-based services

[Work plans and deliverables]

h. Guidance (consolidation, update and new development) on technical, operational and administrative/financial aspects of data-communication services for WIS implementation, especially for the GTS-WIS at global, regional and national levels, including dedicated and public services (e.g. satellite-based telecommunications, managed data-communication network services, the Internet) (Q3 2006).
[Expected contribution]

· Study and draft guidance on satellite-based telecommunication services (e.g. DVB-S) (Xiang LI, Hugues AYINA)

· Study and draft guidance on managed data-communication network services (?)

· Study and draft guidance on Internet-based services (e.g. hosting, data warehouse and security services) (?)
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