Expert Team on WIS-GTS Communication Techniques and Structure (ET-CTS) :

· Co-chair Enhanced use of Data Communication Techniques (EUDCT): Jean-François GAGNON (Canada)

· Co-chair Data Communication Structure (DCS): Hiroyuki ICHIJO (Japan)

· Ilona GLASER (Germany)

· Dominique ANDRE (France)

· Xiang LI (China)

· Kevin ALDER (New Zealand)

· Mina JABBARI (Iran)

· Matteo DELL’ACQUA (ECMWF)

· Hugues AYINA (ASECNA)

· Phil CHAMBERLAIN (UK)

· Ian SENIOR (Australia)

· Allan DARLING (USA)

· Cemal OKTAR (Turkey)

· Wai-man MA (Hong Kong, China)

· José Mauro de Rezende (Brazil)

· Meteorological Satellite Operator expert (WMO Space Programme) 

Expert Team on WIS-GTS Communication Techniques and Structure (ET-CTS): work plans and deliverables
a. Finalize the Guide on use of FTP and FTP servers at WWW centres, the Guide on Information Technology Security (ITS) at WWW centres and review the Guide on Internet Practices as necessary  (End of 2005).

b. Finalize the general new file naming convention, in collaboration with the ET-OI (End of 2005).
c. Finalize a new IP address scheme and migration plan to resolve the issue of IP addresses for GTS links, in close association with the centres that are the main users of the current IP addresses  (mid 2005). Study IPv6 and the possibility of registering IPv6 addresses for WMO purposes (End of 2006). Update and refine as required the current Guide on Virtual Private Networks (VPN) via the Internet between GTS centres.
d. Draft recommended practices for data-communication and data access procedures, in particular OPeNDAP, NetCDF and HDF (Q3 2006).

e. Draft Organization and Design principles for the WIS data communication structure (Q3 2006); promote/coordinate related pilot projects, including the WIS VPN pilot project in Regions II and V.
f. Proposed updates to the organization and design principles for the GTS, especially the MTN, taking benefits from ICT development (e.g. MPLS), including its evolution towards the core communication component of WIS (End of 2006). 
g. Promote and facilitate with operating NMSs and organizations the integration of satellite-based data-distribution systems into the GTS/WIS as coordinated components for the distribution of large volume of information, including the new WMO Space Programme Integrated Global Data Dissemination Service (IGDDS).
h. Guidance (consolidation, update and new development) on technical, operational and administrative/financial aspects of data-communication services for WIS implementation, especially for the GTS-WIS at global, regional and national levels, including dedicated and public services (e.g. satellite-based telecommunications, managed data-communication network services, the Internet) (Q3 2006).
i. A session of the ET-CTS is planned for Q2 2006.
