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Summary and Purpose of the Document

The document contains information about the WWW Operational Information Service.


ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider the information provided and to develop recommendations to improve the exchange of operational information, in particular:
· To invite all MTN centres in Region I to maintain the part of Volume C1 – Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins – in their zone of responsibility (see paragraph 5),

· To invite the operators of satellite distribution systems covering Region I and RA I Member countries to update Volume C2 and to implement the new formats for Volume C2 (see paragraphs 6 to 8),

· To invite all RTHs in Region I to prepare a routeing catalogue and make it accessible via the WMO server (see paragraph 9).
Operational Information Service
1. The objective of the Operational Information System (OIS) is to collect from, and distribute to, WMO Members and WWW centres detailed and up-to-date information on facilities, services and products made available in the day-to-day operation of the WWW.  An important goal is to make available the updated information on the WMO server and to provide interactive on-line access services.
2. The WMO Secretariat posts versions of Volumes A, C1, C2 and D of Weather Reporting (WMO-No. 9) as well as the International List of Selected, Supplementary and Auxiliary Ships (WMO-No. 47) on the WMO server at http://www.wmo.int/web/www/ois/ois-home.htm.  That OIS home page also includes links to other operational information such as the catalogue of radiosondes, the lists of RBSN and RBCN stations, the routeing catalogues of bulletins, monitoring reports, and information on additional data and products as defined in Resolution 40 (Cg-XII) — WMO policy and practice for the exchange of meteorological and related data and products including guidelines on relationships in commercial meteorological activities.

3. The Secretariat dispatches the WMO Publication No. 9 on CD-ROM once a year.  The Operational Newsletter of the WWW and Marine Meteorological Services is distributed only via electronic mail every month. 

4. The Information on the Data Processing and Forecast Systems is available on a yearly basis in the WWW Technical Progress Report on the GDPS on the WMO server.  Further information on the processed information exchanged on the GTS is available in Volume C1 - Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins.  The Commission noted that Fourteenth Congress agreed to delete Volume B of Publication No. 9 from the list of WMO Mandatory Publications.  
5. In accordance with paragraph 2.1 of Part I of Volume I of the Manual on the GTS,  WMCs/RTHs on the MTN shall maintain the Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins as regards bulletins issued from the zone for which they are responsible for the collection, exchange and distribution of data, as given in paragraph 1, Attachment I–3, and also including data from the Antarctica, as appropriate. WMCs/RTHs on the MTN may share their responsibility with the RTHs (not on the MTN) included in their zone of responsibility through regional arrangements. Table A shows the status of updating of Volume C1 – Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins - with reference to the procedures agreed by the Extraordinary Session of CBS held in Karlsruhe in 1998 for sharing the responsibility of updating Volume C1 between RTHs. (see http://www.wmo.int/web/www/ois/Operational_Information/VolumeC1/Documentation.htm). Only RTHs Algiers, Brazzaville and Dakar have provided semi-annual updates since 2000. The meeting may wish to invite all MTN centres in Region I to maintain the part of Volume C1 in their zone of responsibility
Table A –Volume C1 - Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins
	RTH
	Country
	Type of Update
	Last Update

	CAIRO
	EGYPT
	Semi-annual update only for Egypt
	09/01/1999

	NAIROBI
	KENYA
	Semi-annual update for its zone of responsibility
	01/08/1999

	BRAZZAVILLE
	CONGO
	Semi-annual update only for Congo
	25/08/2004

	DAKAR
	SENEGAL
	Semi-annual update for its zone of responsibility
	01/06/2005

	ALGIERS
	ALGERIA
	Semi-annual update only for Algeria
	01/01/2006


6. Volume C2 of WMO Publication No. 9 contains the transmission programmes of the distribution systems of the GTS (satellite distribution systems, RTT and radio-facsimile broadcasts). It can be noted that the operators of satellite distribution systems have not yet published any information on satellite distributions systems covering Region I. Tables B and C shows the last updates of Volume C2 made by RA I Member countries to chapters 2 and 3. Only Kenya and South Africa has provided updates to Volume C2 since 2000. The meeting may wish to review the status of operation of these broadcasts. 

Table B - Volume C2: Chapter 2 - Radio Broadcasts of Alphanumeric Information
	Country
	Centre
	Last Update

	Guinea - Guinée
	Conakry
	19/10/1970

	Angora
	Luanda
	28/02/1973

	Nigeria - Nigéria
	Kano (AFMET IV)
	23/04/1980

	Mauritius - Maurice
	Bigara
	13/04/1984

	Algeria - Algérie
	Alger (AFMET VI)
	03/07/1984

	People's Republic of the Congo - République Populaire du Congo
	Brazzaville (Maya-Maya) (AFMET VII)
	31/03/1986

	St. Helena Island - Île Sainte-Hélène
	Bottom Woods
	01/09/1988

	Madagascar
	Antananarivo/Antenetibe
	20/12/1989

	Senegal - Sénégal
	Dakar
	13/02/1992

	South Africa - Afrique du Sud
	Pretoria
	29/05/2003

	Kenya
	Nairobi
	09/06/2003


Table C - Volume C2: Chapter 3 - Radio-Facsimile Broadcast 

	Country
	Centre
	Last Update

	Senegal - Sénégal
	Dakar
	01/01/1997

	South Africa - Afrique du Sud
	Pretoria
	29/05/2003

	Kenya
	Nairobi
	09/06/2003

	South Africa - Afrique du Sud
	Cape Naval
	18/06/2003


7.  In order to avoid unnecessary duplication of information, in particular with Volume D and routeing catalogues of RTHs, CBS-Ext.(02) agreed on new format for the presentation of the information in Volume C2, that should contain the identification and the technical specifications of each data distribution system and a summary of the transmission programmes. The countries in Region I have not yet implemented these new formats.

8.  The meeting may wish to invite the operators of satellite distribution systems covering Region I and RA I Member countries to update Volume C2 and to implement the new formats for Volume C2.
9. Each RTH should prepare a routeing catalogue and make it accessible by the other GTS centres, in particular by its associated NMCs. In Region I, only RTH Algiers has made its routeing catalogue available on the WMO server. (see last version dated December 2005 in ftp://www.wmo.int/wmo-ddbs/OperationalInfo/VolumeC1/To_WMO/DAMM/GTS_routeing/dammrout.txt). The thirteenth session of CBS (St. Petersburg, 2005) urged all MTN centres to provide and update their routeing catalogues, at least every three months. The meeting may wish to invite all RTHs in Region I to do so.

10. Fourteenth Congress agreed that an important goal was to facilitate the access to the information through interactive on-line access services.  A project for the interactive on-line access to Volume C1 is being developed by the Secretariat.  A demonstration of the application is available from http://alto-stratus.wmo.ch/WWWOIS/  (old link) and http://192.91.247.60/wwwois/index.html (new link).
