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ITEM  3.5

ENGLISH


INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES FOR UPGRADING THE GTS

Operational procedures
GTS operation and information exchange

1. CBS-XIII recalled that through Rec. 3 (CBS-Ext.(02)) that was endorsed by the Executive Council, it had approved that the maximum length of meteorological messages be extended to 500 000 octets for messages containing data in binary presentation forms (T1=H, I, J, O, P, Q and Y). CBS-XIII recognized that a transition period was needed to implement the recommendation and agreed upon a maximum period of five years.  It invited the OPAG on ISS to assess a realistic implementation date.

2. The OPAG on ISS reviewed the outcome of a technical consultation of RTH experts (in particular RTH Focal points) to assess the status of some GTS operational procedures at RTHs and at their respective associated NMCs.  CBS-XIII noted that the majority of RTHs were currently or in the near future able to receive, handle and relay meteorological messages containing data in binary presentation forms up to the maximum length of 500 000 octets.  Some RTHs, however, needed to replace or upgrade their Message Switching System that was planned by the year 2007.  Several NMCs were also not yet able to receive and use 500 000 octets meteorological messages containing data in binary presentation forms.  CBS-XIII therefore concluded that the target implementation date of November 2007 should be retained.  It also asked the OPAG on ISS to carry out a further assessment in the future (e.g. end of 2005).
3. CBS-XIII also endorsed the recommendation for an improved text on the relevant procedure included in the Manual on the GTS, Vol. I, Part II, (section 2.7.1) for clarifying the procedures before and after the extension of the maximum length of 500 000 octets for meteorological messages containing data in binary presentation forms (see Appendix).
4. CBS-XIII noted that the technical consultation of RTHs also addressed the requirements for maintaining some of the current specifications of procedures that originated from teleprinter operation, such as the International Telegraph Alphabet No. 2 (5 bits), the limited set of characters from the International Alphabet No. 5 (8 bits) used in meteorological messages, the "end of line" marker (CR-CR-LF) and the limit of 69 characters per line.  It concluded that the impact of changing these procedures would be significant, while very little benefit was expected to be gained from the change; it however agreed that a more flexible use of the International Alphabet No. 5 (8 bits) should be allowed for meteorological messages containing plain text, and that the recommended practices should be reviewed in this respect.

5. CBS-XIII recalled that, at its extraordinary session (2002), it had agreed upon a scheme of allocations of abbreviated headings, which provided for the reservations required to facilitate the migration to table-driven code forms.  Adequate abbreviated headings were required to distribute "migrated" data encoded into BUFR and CREX, including a parallel heading scheme for BUFR and CREX versions.  It had further agreed that the relevant Tables (B3, C6 and C7) of Attachment II-5 of the Manual on the GTS should be reviewed and revised accordingly, as soon as the actual need for exchanging "migrated data" arose.  CBS-XIII was informed that some centres were starting the exchange of "migrated data"; it therefore requested the OPAG on ISS to follow-up this matter and invited centres concerned to inform of their requirements.

File naming for exchange
6. The Commission recalled that through Rec. 3 (CBS-Ext.(02)) that was endorsed by the Executive Council, it had approved a general file naming convention that should be implemented with a transition period not exceeding 2007.  File names for new message types shall follow the following format: 

	pflag_productidentifier_oflag_originator_yyyyMMddhhmmss[_freeformat].type[.compression]


It noted that the OPAG on ISS agreed upon the principles for allocating the corresponding new mandatory field “productidentifier”, based on a hierarchy of sections with a cascade of identified “authorities” that would ensure its uniqueness and facilitate its management.
2.7.1 The length of meteorological bulletins shall be determined according to the following;

2.7.1.1 Prior to 7 November 2007,
(a) Any meteorological bulletin not segmented for transmission on the GTS should not exceed 15 000 octets;

(b) Any meteorological bulletin segmented into a series of meteorological bulletins for transmission on the GTS, should not exceed 250 000 octets in its original form or when reassembled.

2.7.1.2 On or after 7 November 2007,

(a) Meteorological bulletins for alphanumeric data representation transmitted on the GTS should not exceed 15 000 octets;

(b) The limit for meteorological bulletins for binary data representation or pictorial form shall be increased from 15 000 to 500 000 octets;

(c) Meteorological bulletins shall no longer be segmented for transmission on the GTS.

NOTE: Meteorological information may be exchanged using the file transfer technique described in Attachment II-15, particularly when the information exceeds 250 000 octets.
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