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	Summary and purpose of document

This document provides information on the Status of Implementation and operation of GTS at NMC Manila.


2.
Review of the Status of Implementation and Operation of the Regional Meteorological Telecommunication Network

2.1
Status of Implementation of RTHs, NMCs, MTN, inter‑regional and Regional                                             links


Manila/Singapore Regional GTS link:

The Manila/Singapore GTS link is still operating on 9.6 Kbps X.25 protocol. The earlier plan to migrate to TCP/IP Frame relay 64K access 8K or 16K CIR and join the managed network of RA V did not materialize due to some technical problems mainly on hardware upgrade and software modification of our Message Switching System which unfortunately our ICT  (Information Communication Technology) Group was unable to effect. Proposals from SOFREAVIA/COROBOR to upgrade our server (MESSIR) were not considered because of budgetary constraints.  Assistance from WMO or JICA of Japan are being looked into in order to effect the upgrading.


Manila/Tokyo Inter‑regional GTS link :

The Manila/Tokyo inter‑regioanl /gts link is still operating on a low Speed 200 bps/asynchronous.  The link is being planned to be upgraded into 64K TCP/IP or Frame relay 64K Access 8/16k CIR, whichever will Be agreed upon with Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA).  Upgrading is scheduled sometime by mid 2004 hopefully with the assistance of Japanese telecommunications experts from JICA.

2.2
Review of the exchange of Observational data and products:

The availability of observational data for upper air observations has been below normal in view of the following reasons:

                          Upper Air Stations:



1.  Laoag (9823) ‑ Vaisala, no transmitter



2.  Legaspi (98444) ‑ Vaisala, no hydrogen/no transmitter



3.  Puerto Princesa  (98618) ‑ Star System; hydrogen generator defective



4.  Tanay (98433) ‑ Star System; ground receiving equipment defective

                      
5.  Cebu ‑ (98646) ‑ Star System; no balloon

                      
6.  Baguio ‑ (98328)‑ Pilot balloon; optical theodolite delivered October 2003

                      
7.  Davao ‑ (98753)‑ Pilot balloon; hydrogen generator defective

3.5 National GTS components (national centers and networks)

We are seriously considering the use of Cellular Mobile Telecommunications System (CMTS) as a back up communication for our domestic data collection and dissemination of finished products and other related information.  This is in view of the high cost of maintaining our own telecommunication network which was set up several years ago with the assistance of the Japanese government. CMTS is very popular in the Philippines because it covers more than 90% of the entire archipelago besides being not so expensive especially for short message sending (SMS).  This plan to utilize CMTS as back up will be undertaken in year 2004.

4.1
Utilization of the Internet

We find the Internet very useful for the acquisition of NWP products particularly from Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) and the Bureau of Meteorology in Melbourne, Australia.  The Global Spectral Model  (GSM) of JMA and the Tropical Limited Area Prediction Scheme (TLAPS) of Australia are extensively used in our weather forecasting and warning services. We also find the Internet as an effective medium in the dissemination of our finished products such as forecasts, weather advisories and warnings.
