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Amendments to the allocation of ii designators of the abbreviated headings
 for the global exchange of observational data

(Submitted by the Secretariat)
Summary and Purpose of Document

The document includes proposals for amending the allocation of designators of the abbreviated headings for the global exchange of observational data.



ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to discuss the options for amending the allocation of designators of the abbreviated headings for the global exchange of observational data, as given in the document.

Appendices: 


A.
Extracts from the reports of the Implementation Co-ordination Meeting on the MTN (ICM-MTN) (Geneva, June 2001) - Use of the group ii for the global exchange of the observational data

B.
Options for the amendments to the allocation of designators of the abbreviated headings for the global exchange of observational data

Discussion

1.
The Implementation Co-ordination Meeting on the MTN (ICM-MTN) (Geneva, June 2001) considered a draft amendment to the Manual on the GTS related to the use of the group ii  (see Appendix A). The meting invited an ad-hoc group of experts from WMC/RTH Melbourne and Moscow and RTHs New Delhi and Tokyo to refine the draft amendment to the Manual on the GTS with the assistance of the Secretariat, with a view to submitting it to ICT/ISS before its session (9-13 September 2002). 

2.
The proposal to amend the allocation of ii as given in paragraph 4.2.17 of the report of the ICM-MTN in Appendix A requires the transfer of all bulletins for regional and interregional exchange from the series 20 – 39 to the series 40 – 89. RTH Tokyo counted 858 concerned bulletins transiting through RTH Tokyo. With a view to limiting the impact of such a change and ensuring a smooth transition, it is proposed that the series ii = 20 – 39 may continue to be used for the regional and interregional distribution of bulletins until [end 2005]. This leads to option 1 given in Appendix B.

3.
However, option 1 raises some difficulties since there are essential data and products (Res.40 (Cg-XIII)) which are not compiled into bulletins with ii in the series 01 – 19, such as observations from non-RBSN stations. There are also essential data and products, which are not globally exchanged, such as radar and satellite data, analyses and forecast information. The partition of the series 01 – 39 into the series 01 – 19 for essential data globally exchanged and into the series 20 – 39 for other data globally exchanged requires the changes of abbreviated headings, and the interest of its purpose is not obvious since it will not provide for a comprehensive identification of essential data. It is felt more important to continue ensuring that the additional data and products with conditions on the re-export (Res.40 (Cg-XIII)) shall be compiled into bulletins with ii above 19. This leads to the option 2 given in Appendix B.

4.
Another approach has been proposed to provide for the identification of additional data and products with conditions on the re-export (Res.40 (Cg-XIII)), noting that the series of designators ii provide information on the type of distribution of the bulletins (global, regional, interregional, etc.), which do not match with the categories of data as defined by Res.40 (Cg-XIII). With a view to identifying the additional data and products with conditions on the re-export (Res.40 (Cg-XIII)) from other data, another part of the abbreviated heading should be used, such as the location indicator CCCC. This leads to the option 3 given in Appendix B.

5.
RTH New Delhi is of the opinion that option 1 will be more convenient for RTHs like New Delhi which have associated NMCs not automated. RTH Tokyo prefers option 2 because this option requires less header changes.

Appendix A

Extracts from the reports of the Implementation Co-ordination Meeting on the MTN (ICM-MTN) (Geneva, June 2001)

Use of the group ii for the global exchange of the observational data

4.2.13
CBS-XII agreed to review the principles for the exchange of observational data on the MTN to better take into account the requirements of GDPS centres as well as the current capacity of the GTS.  It agreed that all observational data, with the exception of radar and satellite data, available from the WMO Member countries should be globally exchanged on the MTN. 

4.2.14
CBS-XII noted that such a change in the principle for routeing data on the MTN would need a modification of the definition and use of the group ii of the data designator of abbreviated headings in order to allocate the series 01-39 for global distribution. CBS-XII requested the OPAG/ISS to review procedures with a view to facilitating the implementation of the new principles for routeing data on the MTN. In the meantime, the centres located on the MTN should strive to exchange the newly defined global data set. 

4.2.15
The meeting of the former Implementation Co-ordination Team on Information Exchange Management (ICM/IEM) (Geneva, May 2000) confirmed that the reports prepared at the main synoptic hours at the stations included in the RBSNs shall be compiled within bulletins with ii in the series 01 to 19. In many instances, the same reports are compiled within bulletins with different abbreviated headings in the series 01-39. With a view to avoiding several retransmissions of the same reports on the same MTN circuits, the ICT/IEM recommended that GTS centres, which recompile reports into bulletins for specific purposes, shall use ii above 39. The meeting confirmed these recommendations of the ICT/IEM.

4.2.16
With respect to the related procedures for the exchange in bulletins of “essential data”, as defined in Resolution 40 (Cg-XII), the meeting noted that CBS-XII agreed that “essential data” shall be compiled into bulletins with ii in the series 01 to 19 and that other types of data, including "additional data", should be compiled in the ii series above 19, as a goal for the future. 

4.2.17
The meeting considered the following draft amendment to the Manual on the GTS:


To replace in paragraph 2.3.2.2 of Attachment II-5 of the Part II of Volume I of the manual on the GTS:

ii = 01 - 19  inclusive for global distribution;

ii = 20 - 39  inclusive for regional and interregional distribution;

ii = 40 - 89  inclusive for national and bilaterally agreed distribution;

ii = 90 - 99  reserved.


by:

ii = 01 - 19 inclusive for global distribution of essential data (Res.40 (Cg XIII));

ii = 20 - 39 inclusive for global distribution of other data

ii = 40 - 89 inclusive for regional, interregional, national and bilaterally agreed distribution;

ii = 90 - 99  reserved.

The reports prepared at the main synoptic hours at the stations included in the Regional Basic Synoptic Networks shall be compiled into bulletins with ii in the series 01 to 19.

All centres, which recompile reports into bulletins for specific purpose, shall use ii above 39. 

4.2.18 The meeting invited an ad-hoc group of experts from WMC/RTH Melbourne and Moscow and RTHs New Delhi and Tokyo to refine the draft amendment with the assistance of the Secretariat, with a view to submitting it to ICT/ISS before its session planned in 2002,

Appendix B

Options for the amendments to the allocation of designators of the abbreviated headings for the global exchange of observational data

1.
Option 1

To replace in paragraph 2.3.2.2 of Attachment II-5 of the Part II of Volume I of the manual on the GTS:

ii = 01 - 19  inclusive for global distribution;

ii = 20 - 39  inclusive for regional and interregional distribution;

ii = 40 - 89  inclusive for national and bilaterally agreed distribution;

ii = 90 - 99  reserved.


by:

ii = 01 - 19 inclusive for global distribution of essential data (Res.40 (Cg-XIII));

ii = 20 - 39 inclusive for global distribution of other data

ii = 40 - 89 inclusive for regional, interregional, national and bilaterally agreed distribution;

ii = 90 - 99  reserved.

The reports prepared at the main synoptic hours at the stations included in the Regional Basic Synoptic Networks shall be compiled into bulletins with ii in the series 01 to 19.

All centres, which recompile reports into bulletins for specific purpose, shall use ii above 39. 

Note:
As a transitory measure, the series ii = 20 – 39 may continue to be used for the regional and interregional distribution of bulletins until [end 2005].  

2.
Option 2

To replace in paragraph 2.3.2.2 of Attachment II-5 of the Part II of Volume I of the manual on the GTS:

ii = 01 - 19  inclusive for global distribution;

ii = 20 - 39  inclusive for regional and interregional distribution;

ii = 40 - 89  inclusive for national and bilaterally agreed distribution;

ii = 90 - 99  reserved.


by:

ii = 01 - 39 inclusive for global distribution;

ii = 40 - 89 inclusive for regional, interregional, national and bilaterally agreed distribution;

ii = 90 - 99  reserved.

The reports prepared at the main synoptic hours at the stations included in the Regional Basic Synoptic Networks shall be compiled into bulletins with ii in the series 01 to 19.

The additional data and products with conditions on the re-export (Res.40 (Cg-XIII)) shall be compiled into bulletins with ii above 19.

All centres, which recompile reports into bulletins for specific purpose, shall use ii above 39. 

Note:
As a transitory measure, the series ii = 20 – 39 may continue to be used for the regional and interregional distribution of bulletins until [end 2005].  

3.
Option 3

3.1
To replace in paragraph 2.3.2.2 of Attachment II-5 of the Part II of Volume I of the manual on the GTS:

ii = 01 - 19  inclusive for global distribution;

ii = 20 - 39  inclusive for regional and interregional distribution;

ii = 40 - 89  inclusive for national and bilaterally agreed distribution;

ii = 90 - 99  reserved.


by:

ii = 01 - 39 inclusive for global distribution;

ii = 40 - 89 inclusive for regional, interregional, national and bilaterally agreed distribution;

ii = 90 - 99  reserved.

The reports prepared at the main synoptic hours at the stations included in the Regional Basic Synoptic Networks shall be compiled into bulletins with ii in the series 01 to 19.

The additional data and products with conditions on the re-export (Res.40 (Cg-XIII)) shall be compiled into bulletins with ii above 19.

All centres, which recompile reports into bulletins for specific purpose, shall use ii above 39. 

Note:
As a transitory measure, the series ii = 20 – 39 may continue to be used for the regional and interregional distribution of bulletins until [end 2005].  

3.2
To replace in paragraph 2.3.2.2 of Attachment II-5 of the Part II of Volume I of the manual on the GTS:

CCCC
International four-letter location indicator of the station originating the bulletin, as agreed bilaterally or multilaterally, and published in WMO-No. 9, Volume C1, Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins. Once a bulletin has been originated or compiled, the CCCC must not be changed even if (because of inadequate reception, or for any other reason) the bulletin has to be recompiled at another centre.

by

CCCC
International four-letter location indicator of the station originating the bulletin, as agreed bilaterally or multilaterally, and published in WMO-No. 9, Volume C1, Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins. Once a bulletin has been originated or compiled, the CCCC must not be changed even if (because of inadequate reception, or for any other reason) the bulletin has to be recompiled at another centre. Additional data with conditions on their re-export (Res.40 (Cg-XIII)) should be compiled by centres into bulletins with specific indicators CCCCs different from those used for other data.
















