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Status of the Operational Information Service

(Submitted by the Secretariat)
Summary and Purpose of Document

This document includes information on the status and the development of the Operational Information Service (OIS).



ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to review the information on the status and the development of the Operational Information Service (OIS) given in the attached document CBS-XII/Doc. 10.1, which will be submitted to the Extraordinary session of CBS (Cairns, 4 to 12 December 2002).
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ITEM  10.1

Original: ENGLISH

OPERATIONAL INFORMATION SERVICE

(Submitted by the Secretary-General)
______________________________________________________________________

Summary and purpose of document

This document includes information on the status and the development of the Operational Information Service (OIS).

_______________________________________________________________________


ACTION PROPOSED

The Commission is invited to:

(a)
Note the information contained in this document, endorse the proposed recommendations and give guidance on the development of the OIS;

(b)
Adopt the draft text contained in the appendix for inclusion in the general summary of CBS-Ext.(02).


______________

Appendix:
Draft text for inclusion in the general summary of CBS-Ext.(02)


CBS-Ext.(02)/Doc. 10.1, APPENDIX


DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF CBS-Ext.(02)
10.1
Operational Information Service

10.1.1

The Commission recalled that the objective of the Operational Information Service (OIS) was to collect from, and distribute to, WMO Members and WWW Centres detailed and up-to-date information on facilities, services and products made available in the day-to-day operation of the WWW. It agreed that an important goal was to make available the updated information on the WMO Internet server, and to provide interactive on-line access services. 

10.1.2
The Commission noted with appreciation that the WMO Secretariat posted the updated versions of Volumes A, C1, C2 and D of WMO Publication No. 9 - Weather Reporting - as well as WMO Publication No. 47 - International List of Selected, Supplementary and Auxiliary Ships - on the WMO Internet server under http://www.wmo.ch/web/www/ois/ois-home.htm. This OIS home page also includes links to other operational information such as the catalogue of radiosondes, the lists of RBSN and RBCN stations, the routeing catalogues of bulletins, monitoring reports, and information on additional data and products as defined in Resolution 40 (Cg-XII).

10.1.3
The production and dispatch of WMO Publications No. 9 and 47 is much more cost effective on CD-ROM than in a paper format. The Commission was pleased to note that the Secretariat had initiated the distribution of both publications (except Volume B of Publication No. 9) on CD-ROM once a year as from 2002, which superseded the distribution of the publications on diskette. The Secretariat continued to provide paper copies upon request of WMO Members, but Members were invited to examine carefully the requirements for a paper copy in light of the high cost of production and dispatch. The Commission also noted that the Operational Newsletter of the WWW and Marine Meteorological Services was distributed only via electronic mail since its May-June 2002 edition. 

[The CBS MG-II (Sydney, December 2001) agreed on the above arrangements and practices.]

10.1.4
The Commission recognised that the use of database applications for the maintenance of the operational information in quasi real-time, in which the information is presented in code forms and keywords, precluded the possibility of using several languages. The Commission agreed however, that the expanded introductory and explanatory texts related to WMO Publications No. 9 and 47 should be made available in the E, F, S and R languages.

[In accordance with the Annex to Resolution 21 (Cg-XIII), the expanded introductory and explanatory texts shall be in the four official languages for Volumes A and D.  Only English and French are mentioned for Volumes C1 and C2, and WMO Publication No.47. The use of languages for the different Volumes of Pub. No. 9 and Pub. No. 47, is at present not consistent.]

10.1.5
Most changes to Volume A – Observing Stations - are currently sent to the Secretariat on paper and the Secretariat has to enter them manually into Volume A. This is not efficient and a possible source of errors. The Commission noted that the development of procedures for updating and distributing Volume A in quasi real-time by using electronic media was part of the study carried out by the Rapporteur on Improvement of Volume A. 

10.1.6
Information on the Data-Processing and Forecast Systems is provided on a yearly basis in the WWW Technical Progress Report on the GDPS. Further information on the processed information exchanged on the GTS is available in Volume C1 - Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins. The Secretariat did not receive updates of Volume B – Data Processing – since 1993. The Commission agreed that there was no requirement to maintain Volume B of Publication No. 9, and recommended the deletion of this Publication from the list of WMO Mandatory Publications. It also recommended to distribute the WWW Technical Progress Report on the GDPS on a CD-ROM instead of a paper format.

10.1.7
With respect to the improved Volume C1 – Catalogue of Meteorological Bulletins, the Commission noted that eight MTN centres (Bracknell, Melbourne, Moscow, Nairobi, Offenbach, Sofia, Tokyo and Toulouse) had implemented the new data base procedures for maintenance of their own parts of Volume C1. The Commission urged all MTN centres to implement these procedures with a view to achieving a complete catalogue.

10.1.8 
Volume C2 of WMO Publication No. 9 contains the transmission programmes of the distribution systems of the GTS (satellite distribution systems, RTT and radio-facsimile broadcasts). In order to avoid unnecessary duplication of information, in particular with Volume D and routeing catalogues of RTHs, the Commission agreed that Volume C2 should contain the identification and the technical specifications of each data distribution system and a summary of the transmission programmes.  It invited Members operating the GTS centres concerned to include the lists of bulletins transmitted through distribution systems in their routeing catalogues and to continue providing updates on data distribution systems as well as a summary of the transmission programmes in an electronic format to be included in Volume C2.

[As recommended in the Manual on the GTS, each GTS centre should include in its routeing catalogue the abbreviated headings of all bulletins transmitted on distribution systems. The radio-facsimile broadcasts contained in Volume C2 are also contained in Volume D of the Publication No. 9 – Information for shipping. CBS-Ext.(98) (Karlsruhe, 1998) recommended that each operator of a satellite distribution system send a summary of the transmission programme to the WMO Secretariat, for insertion into Volume C2. Noting the duplications of information between the routeing catalogues, Volumes C2 and D, the Implementation Co-ordination Meeting on the MTN (Geneva, June 2001) recommended to replace all the existing parts “contents” of Volume C2 by summaries of the transmission programmes.]

10.1.9
The Commission was pleased to note that a project for the interactive on-line access to Volume C1 was being developed by the Secretariat. The Commission was of the opinion that the development of interactive on-line access services to all components of the OIS should be considered with the highest priority within the framework of the development of the OIS. 
















