1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1 Opening of the meeting 

The meeting of the Implementation Coordination Team on Information Systems and Services (ICT-ISS) was held at the WMO Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland, from 9 to 13 September 2002. Prof. G. Hoffmann (Germany), chair of the CBS/OPAG on Information Systems and Services, opened the meeting at 9.30 a.m. on Monday 9 September 2002.

1.1.1 Mr H. Yan, Assistant Secretary-General of WMO, welcomed the participants on behalf of the Secretary-General and outlined the overall objectives of the meeting. He emphasized that Implementation Coordination Teams have a key role in facilitating an increased level of coordination of the working results of the OPAG Expert Teams, in evaluating the implementation aspects of the proposals and in consolidating them into recommendations for consideration by CBS. He hoped that the Group would have a fruitful meeting and that all the participants would have a very pleasant stay in Geneva.

1.1.2 Mr D. Schiessl, Director of the World Weather Watch-Basic Systems Department, outlined the tasks of the meeting, giving particular attention to the development of the migration plan towards table-driven forms and of the Future WMO Information Systems, in view of the Executive Council guidance and expectations.

1.2 Adoption of the agenda 

The session adopted the agenda as given in Appendix A

1.3 Working arrangements

The sessions agreed on its working hours and work schedule. The session worked in English, and a few small ad hoc drafting groups were established during the session. The list of participants is given in Appendix B.

2. Review of the status of implementation and operation of the gts

2.0.1 The session was informed of the results of the Annual Global Monitoring (AGM) and the Special MTN Monitoring (SMM). About 100 WWW centres provided monitoring results for the AGM exercises, which are carried out from 1 to 15 October each year. Eight MTN centres from Regions I, II, V and VI participated in the SMM exercises, which are carried out from 1 to 15 February, April, July and October.

2.0.2 The percentage of SYNOP reports available at MTN centres in comparison with the number of reports required from RBSN stations remained at the same level (about 75 per cent) during the period 2000-2002. There were still deficiencies in the availability of SYNOP reports from areas in Region I (51 per cent in July 2002), in Region III (62 per cent) and in Region V (68 per cent).

2.0.3 The percentage of TEMP reports available at MTN centres decreased from 65 per cent to 57 per cent during the period 1992-1999 and has increased from 57 per cent to 63 per cent since 1999. This evolution was mainly due to changes in the operation of the upper-air observation network in the northern part of Region II.  The availability of TEMP reports was relatively satisfactory for the eastern and southern parts of Region II, the northern part of Region IV, some countries in Region V and the western part of Region VI. The availability of TEMP reports was generally insufficient for most of the other parts of the world.

2.0.4 There was no major evolution in the availability of SHIP and TEMP SHIP reports during the period 1996-2002. The numbers of AMDAR and BUOY reports have doubled since 1996. The availability of AIREP reports, which had been constant during the period 1996-200, decreased in 2001 and 2002. Except for BUOY reports, a large part of the reports from mobile stations are issued from the Northern Hemisphere. In the case of AMDAR reports, 60 percent of the reports are from Europe.

2.1 Main Telecommunication Network (MTN)

Most of the twenty-three MTN circuits are using digital links (fourteen circuits), and all but two currently operate with X.25, TCP/IP or a combination of both.  Ten circuits operate with TCP/IP, making use of FTP or sockets, and the migration to TCP/IP firmly continues.  However the session noted with concern that one circuit (Sofia-Moscow) was no longer implemented and that one circuit (New Delhi-Cairo) remains using old telegraphic and very low speed characteristics.

2.2 Regional Meteorological Telecommunication Networks (RMTN)

2.2.1 The session noted with satisfaction the continued progress in the upgrading of GTS implementation. In Region I, despite serious economical difficulties, continuous efforts had enabled some improvement of GTS circuits via leased lines, satellite-based telecommunications (in particular SATCOM) or public data networks, including the Internet. Satellite-based data-distribution systems (MDD, RETIM and SADIS) and data-collection system (METEOSAT/DCS) will continue to play a crucial role, taking into account the planned upgrades (MSG and RETIM-2000 Africa).  There were still serious shortcomings, in particular at national level, and the Strategy for enhancing WWW basic systems was being developed to enable sustainable development, in particular of Meteorological Data-Communications.  

2.2.2 The RMTN in Region II, particularly in its Eastern and Southern parts, was being improved by the continued implementation of improved data communication services, including Frame Relay services, complemented by satellite-based distribution systems and the use of the Internet. A plan for an Improved RMTN was developed.

2.2.3 In South America, the RA III Regional Meteorological Data Communication Network (RMDCN) project was entering its implementation phase, with the finalized technical specifications and the planned international tender.  The current economical difficulties were however slowing down the process.

2.2.4 The two-way satellite-based RMTN of Region IV continued to be fully operational, but the replacement of GTS/GDPS PC-based terminal equipment at NMCs was becoming a high priority.  The session was informed in this regard of the planning for upgrading the ISCS from August 2003, and actions towards the replacement of NMCs' workstations. 

2.2.5 Significant progress was made in the Region V RMTN with the implementation of Frame Relay services, the inclusion of additional GTS circuits, in particular in the Pacific, and the expansion and planned upgrades of satellite-based communications (ISCS, EMWIN).  There was also an increasing use of the Internet, in particular for the collection of observational reports. 

2.2.6 The RA VI RMDCN, based on a shared managed network service managed by the ECMWF, was interconnecting 33 RTHs and NMCs.  Provisions were agreed to extend the RMDCN services, in particular to include inter-regional GTS circuits. The other RA VI Members were operating leased point-to-point GTS circuits and were expected to join the RMDCN when cost-effective. Satellite-based distribution systems (FAX-E, RETIM and MDD) were also playing an important role, taking account of the planned upgrades.

