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8. STRATEGIC ISSUES FOR ISS DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING ASPECTS

8.1 The FWIS concept

8.1.1 The session reviewed the "Vision of the Future WMO Information System" which was developed by the  <small>Interprogramme Task Team on Future WMO Information Systems.  It noted in this respect that the Executive Council, at its fifty-fourth session (June 2002), recognizing that the proposed system would likely require changes in operational and institutional arrangements, agreed that there were several technical and policy level issues that needed further consideration.  It requested CBS to further refine the concept and to develop more detailed technical information on specific requirements for FWIS and how the proposed system would function and address these requirements.  CBS should also specify how the existing WWW system and centres would evolve into the new structure, ensuring a smooth transition with no interruption in essential services. The Council also recalled the policy issues raised at its fifty-third session, namely the possible impact of the introduction of a future WMO information system on Members’ responsibilities and resources, and the extent to which the functions and responsibilities of existing infrastructure and centres should be used or revised. The Council considered that a window of opportunity existed now to arrive at an agreed standard for the Future WMO Information System and that any delay in necessary coordination could result in multiple incompatible systems.

8.1.2 The session also considered two documents submitted by the experts from China and the Russian Federation, which provided an analysis of the concept of the Future WMO Information System with respect to the functions of the WWW system and addressed the various issues related to the possible evolution of the current system into the FWIS.  The session underlined that one essential characteristic of the FWIS was that the concept was developed with a view to meeting the data exchange and data management requirements of all programmes of WMO, in addition to the requirements of the WWW system, taking due account of the different levels of service required (real-time, non-real time, timeliness, etc.).  The session agreed that the respective requirements in the concept of the FWIS should be developed and clarified to reflect the respective specific needs and constraints.
8.1.3 The session emphasized that the "Vision of the Future WMO Information System" was the explanation of a concept, and should not be considered in any way as a precursor for an implementation plan.  It recommended in this regard that matters related to implementation should be discarded from the document to avoid possible confusions and misinterpretations.  On the other hand, the session stressed that the FWIS concept was not currently providing a clear description of the integration of the current functions of the WWW system, and how the WWW system could evolve into the FWIS concept. The session agreed that the current functions and responsibilities of the WWW system components could be matched to the functions and responsibilities of the FWIS components, taking into account that they were expanded to meet other programmes' requirements.  It was in particular noted that the current WMCs and RTHs on the MTN could evolve into GISCs, the MTN evolving into the core FWIS communication network, RTHs that are not on the MTN and RSMCs could evolve into DCPCs, etc.  The session stressed the importance of developing a study clarifying the evolution from the current WWW information systems into the FWIS, in order to emphasize the continuity in the development and improvement of the current systems.

8.1.4 On the other hand, the session was of the opinion was the "Vision of the Future WMO Information System" should also be described in an executive summary highlighting the main benefits expected, and avoiding unnecessary technical or acronymic language, with a view to facilitating the awareness of decision makers, in particular in spheres other than the World Weather Watch.















