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Information Systems and Services – GTS and Data Management

Technical enquiry on GTS operation  RTH Brasilia

1.1 What is the maximum length of meteorological messages containing data in binary presentation forms that your RTH can currently receive, handle and possibly relay forward to other centres:

RTH Brasília - SBBR: 2.6MB (can be raised "nearly unlimited")

1.2 At which date is your RTH expected to be able to receive, handle and relay meteorological messages containing data in binary presentation forms up to the maximum length of 500 Koctets:

RTH Brasília - SBBR: 2.6MB (can be raised "nearly unlimited")

1.3 According to your knowledge and experience, what is the status of the NMCs that are associated (connected) to your RTH with respect to the 2 questions above:

RTH Brasilia is connected to Buenos Aires and Maracay. As far as I know, Buenos Aires is testing another Message Switching System and Maracay is installing a brand new one. Should be easy to implement the requirements. NMC Santiago has no problem. Others NMC´s in the Region do not operate a Message Switching System.

2. Operational procedures for text of GTS messages/bulletins

Please indicate your comments on the following elements with respect to your RTH, and, according to your knowledge and experience, as regards the NMCs that are associated (connected) to your RTH:

2.1 Is the International Telegraph Alphabet No. 2 (5 bits) still needed?

For RTH Brasilia, ITA2 is not needed anymore. I guess this must be case for all other NMC´s.

2.2 Is there still a need to limit the set of characters from the International Alphabet No. 5 (8 bits) used in meteorological messages; in particular, would it be feasible to allow the use of upper and lower case characters?

I don't sea any reason to limit the use of ITA5, especially it should be allowed to use lower case characters. But the second half of the alphabet (first bit set) should be reserved for local (national) use to be able to implement support for local/national codes (e.g. national specialities or other alphabets).

2.3 Is the antiquated "end of line" marker (CR-CR-LF) still needed?

CR-CR-LF is not needed anymore (except for countries where very old mechanically driven telex machines are still in use). Basically LF would be sufficient but - for compatibility purpose - the sequence CR-LF should remain.

2.4 Is the limit of 69 characters per line (teleprinter line) still needed?

The limit of 69 characters seems to be still meaningful because of editing (printing) purpose.

2.5 Additional views:

It should be taken into account that there may be other networks, which are connected to the GTS and still require restrictions in the size of messages as well as in the use of alphabets (e.g. AFTN and CIDIN).

