Commission for Basic Systems

Information Systems and Services – GTS and Data Management

Technical enquiry on GTS operation  RTH/WMC Melbourne

1. Maximum length of GTS messages

1.1 What is the maximum length of meteorological messages containing data in binary presentation forms that your RTH can currently receive, handle and possibly relay forward to other centres:…………………………………………………………

Technically unlimited but it will depend on the limit of the hardware and operation system

1.2 At which date is your RTH expected to be able to receive, handle and relay meteorological messages containing data in binary presentation forms up to the maximum length of 500 K octets:…………………………………………………………

RTH Melbourne has implemented changes to handle binary messages up to the maximum length of 500 K octets
1.3 According to your knowledge and experience, what is the status of the NMCs that are associated (connected) to your RTH with respect to the 2 questions above:……………………………………………..

Jakarta – Current limit is 15K. It is possible to upgrade the software to handle 500Kb  (the software is supplied by BOM)

Fiji – Current limit is 15K. It is possible to upgrade the software to handle 500Kb  (the software is supplied by BOM)

Noumea – Uses French Transmet software. I expect that it is limited to 15K but could be relatively easily upgraded to handle 500Kb.

Singapore – They have a recent version of the Corobor software. I expect that it can handle 500K bytes already

Malaysia - Current limit is 15K. It is possible to upgrade the software to handle 500Kb  (the software is supplied by BOM)

PNG – Do not use a Message Switch.

Vanuatu – Do not use a Message Switch
2. Operational procedures for text of GTS messages/bulletins

2.1   Is the International Telegraph Alphabet No. 2 (5 bits) still needed?

No

2.2 Is there still a need to limit the set of characters from the International Alphabet No. 5 (8 bits) used in meteorological messages;  in particular, would it be feasible to allow the use of upper and lower case characters?

In our region we are not aware of any requirements to limit the set of characters for GTS distribution.  It would be feasible to allow upper and lower case characters.

Centres connected to the AFTN would need to perform a translation when sending to AFTN.  Most centers probably do this already.

2.3 Is the antiquated "end of line" marker (CR-CR-LF) still needed?

No. 

2.4 Is the limit of 69 characters per line (teleprinter line) still needed?

Yes, not so much for domestic circuits in Australia but it is still restricted for overseas circuits that distribute messages via the AFTN in the region.    It is necessary for such centres to reformat the data to 69 character lines when sending to AFTN.

2.5 Additional views:

