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Technical enquiry on GTS operation  RTH Moscow

1.1 What is the maximum length of meteorological messages containing data in binary presentation forms that your RTH can currently receive, handle and possibly relay forward to other centres:…………………………………………………………

15 Koctets

1.2 At which date is your RTH expected to be able to receive, handle and relay meteorological messages containing data in binary presentation forms up to the maximum length of 500 Koctets:…………………………………………………………

Appropriate S/W will be developed before the end of 2004 and introduced before November 2007.

1.3 According to your knowledge and experience, what is the status of the NMCs that are associated (connected) to your RTH with respect to the 2 questions above:……………………………………………..

All the NMCs of the area of responsibility of the RTH Moscow are in the status like the status of the RTH except for the NMC Tbilisi where the complete replacement of MSS is required in the light of the fact that currently used H/W and S/W are obsolete.

2.1 Is the International Telegraph Alphabet No. 2 (5 bits) still needed?

In the national meteorological telecommunication network, GTS (Moscow-Hanoi)  and the NMCs of the area of responsibility, telegraph channels are still in use therefore TA2 should remain at least within the next 4-5 years.

2.2 Is there still a need to limit the set of characters from the International Alphabet No. 5                           (8 bits)  used in meteorological messages; in particular, would it be feasible to allow the use                             of upper and lower case characters?

 The whole set of characters of the Alphabet No. 5 can be used in the text of messages     except for the eight bit which should be retained for national use.

No changes in the abbreviated headers of messages and in acting codes should be                                                                                                                done as essential expenditure on finalizing and commissioning the S/W is required.

2.3 Is the antiquated “end of line” marker (CR-CR-LF) still needed?


I share the opinion of Mr. Keller: The CR-LF sequence should remain.

2.4 Is the limit of 69 characters per line (teleprinter line) still need?


69 characters per line will be still needed within the next 4-5 years.

2.5 Additional views:

In the national and international meteorological telecommunication network, telegraph interface with AFTN and CIDIN and appropriate restrictions in the length of messages (1500 characters) is used. The prospects for its replacement are not clear.

