Commission for Basic Systems

Information Systems and Services – GTS and Data Management

Technical enquiry on GTS operation  RTH Wellington

1.1 What is the maximum length of meteorological messages containing data in binary presentation forms that your RTH can currently receive, handle and possibly relay forward to other centres:…………………………………………………………

RTH Wellington can receive up to 1MB, can currently handle 64K messages, and relay 20K messages.

1.2 At which date is your RTH expected to be able to receive, handle and relay meteorological messages containing data in binary presentation forms up to the maximum length of 500 Koctets:…………………………………………………………

We will be able to handle and relay 500 Koctets messages before 9 Nov 2007.

1.3 According to your knowledge and experience, what is the status of the NMCs that are associated (connected) to your RTH with respect to the 2 questions above:……………………………………………..

NMCs downstream from RTH Wellington do not operate message switches.

1. Operational procedures for text of GTS messages/bulletins

The CBS/ Expert Team on Enhanced use of Data Communications Systems (ET-EUDCS) expressed the view that some of the current specifications (originating from teleprinter operation) of operational procedures for the transmission of meteorological messages have become a serious limitation with today's computer-based systems.  A review should be considered, taking into account that most, if not all NMCs, and all RTHs are operating computer-based (e.g. PCs) GTS systems.  The review must consider the implications and requirements of the migration to table driven codes and the impact on small NMCs.  

Please indicate your comments on the following elements with respect to your RTH, and, according to your knowledge and experience, as regards the NMCs that are associated (connected) to your RTH:

1.1 Is the International Telegraph Alphabet No. 2 (5 bits) still needed?

Wellington has no objection to the removal of ITA2.

1.2 Is there still a need to limit the set of characters from the International Alphabet No. 5 (8 bits) used in meteorological messages;  in particular, would it be feasible to allow the use of upper and lower case characters?

I see no reason to limit the character set to ITA5. I think the use of both upper and lower case characters would be appropriate.

1.3 Is the antiquated "end of line" marker (CR-CR-LF) still needed?

I see no need to keep CR-CR-LF.

1.4 Is the limit of 69 characters per line (teleprinter line) still needed?

Perhaps only for viewing messages.

1.5 Additional views:

