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Summary and Purpose of the Document
This document presents issues related to the planned termination of segmentation of bulletins and it also presents a proposal for modification to usage of the abbreviated heading.
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider the proposal with a view to maintaining operational exchanges of meteorological bulletins in alphanumeric form.
Background
1.
As recommended by CBS-XIII, maximum length of meteorological bulletins in binary form will be expanded from the current 15k octets to 500k octets with effective from November 7, 2007, while maximum length of alphanumeric bulletins remains unchanged as 15k octets.  In relation to this amendment, meteorological bulletins will no longer be segmented for transmission on the GTS as from the same date.
2.
Segmentation is used to split a large bulletin into a series of small bulletins having a length smaller than 15k octets.  There seem two different methods of segmentation actually applied to bulletins transmitted over the GTS:
method 1 -
split a large set of information considering only length of segmented bulletins;

method 2 -
split a large set of information considering not only length of segmented bulletins but also integrity of subsets (e.g. reports from observing stations) included in each bulletin.

3.
Method 1 is an easier way to produce segmented bulletins, while, before a receiver uses the information, a complex operation is needed to reconstruct the original set of information from a full set of segmented bulletins taking into account their correct sequence.  On the other hand, method 2 usually gives an easy readout of information contained in an individual segmented bulletin.  Examples for each method are shown in Appendix.

Possible problems

4.
Centers producing segmented bulletins in alphanumeric form will be required to change procedures for producing the bulletins.  One of possible procedures is to use different ii numbers in the abbreviated heading to differentiate each of bulletins currently being segmented.  There are however some week points with this procedure:

-
All GTS centers concerned (and end users as well) need to register on their routing directory a number of abbreviated headings with all of expected ii.  In the current procedure, only one heading is needed to register with a feature that the BBB (=Pxx) indicator be added on a necessary basis as defined in the paragraph 2.3.2.1 of the Manual on the GTS, Part II.

-
The maximum number of these headings depends on total volume of information and therefore headings to be registered are not always determined prior to transmission.

-
As the above registration at centers and necessary pre-arrangements with end users usually need much time, there is a risk of no delivery of bulletins with new headings.

Proposal

5.
Although this is not yet agreed as a recommendation, there may be a common understanding to delete the Pxx indicator with effect in synchronization with termination of segmentation.  As it is also understood that there is no problem with the current procedures of segmenting bulletins using method 2 above, it can be proposed to keep the Pxx indicator for use with a series of alphanumeric bulletins but not with a sense of the segmentation planned to be terminated in November 2007.  Amendment to relevant parts of the Manual on the GTS is proposed as follows:

In the paragraph 2.3.2.1, Part II of the Manual on the GTS,

Pxx for segmenting a large set of information into several bulletins

to read

Pxx for series of alphanumeric bulletins having the same T1T2A1A2ii CCCC YYGGgg.

Other part of the Manual (e.g. Attachment II-12) shall be amended accordingly.

Appendix

Examples of segmented bulletins (as referred in paragraph 3 of this document)

Method 1

761

TWNA03 KNES 140050 PAA

YYXX 63056 23001 254// 007///

 222 03803 9980/ 60161 30525 9982/ 61149 30524 9877/ 56171 30531 

     04827 6996/ 53173 10034 6950/ 55155 10534 6827/ 36375 11036 

           4974/ 48229 07520 4894/ 42307 10023 4939/ 38337 08521 

(snip)

           5568/ 40169 12511 5535/ 43067 10014 5469/ 83162 10012 

           5473/ 86188 12012 5267/ 28325 06516 5266/ 30301 06517 

           5262/ 26383 06515 5928/ 88192 13014 5902/ 86192 13516 

762

TWNA03 KNES 140050 PAB

           4886/ 79138 11514 4675/ 20547 33015 5611/ 73100 10015 

           4579/ 21473 33514 5515/ 73112 10515 5215/ 25421 06017 

           4281/ 27363 06015 4081/ 32307 08014 4865/ 79148 10020 

(snip)

Method 2

054

NOXX02 LSSW 070400 PAA

METNO C0606

0003 DM 01/02/2006 6 OFFENBACH GERMANY OFFENBACH 17/12/2002 E SIDL23 EDZW FM 12-XI EXT. 03,09,15,21 10609 10616 10655 10675 10708 10727 10776 10791 10805 10870 10908 10929 10948 10961 10962 10980

(snip)

0016 AM 01/02/2006 6 OFFENBACH GERMANY OFFENBACH 01/02/2006 A SNDL48 EDZW FM 12-XII EXT. 01,02,04,05,07,08,10,11,13,14,16,17,19,20,22,23 10564 10565 10569 10574 10575 10577 10579 10582 10591 10613 10615 10618 10635 10645 10648 10658 10671 10688 10704 10706 10724 10729 10735 10736 10739 10742 10743

055

NOXX02 LSSW 070400 PZB

METNO C0606

0017 DM 01/02/2006 6 OFFENBACH GERMANY OFFENBACH 15/07/2005 A SXDL48 EDZW FM 12-XII EXT. 00,01,02,03,04,05,06,07,08,09,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23 10564 10565 10569 10574 10575 10577 10579 10582 10591 10613 10615 10618 10635 10641 10645 10648 10658 10671 10688 10704 10706 10724 10729 10735 10736 10739 10742 10743

0018 AM 01/02/2006 6 OFFENBACH GERMANY OFFENBACH 01/02/2006 A SXDL48 EDZW FM 12-XII EXT. 00,01,02,03,04,05,06,07,08,09,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23 10564 10565 10569 10574 10575 10577 10579 10582 10591 10613 10615 10618 10635 10645 10648 10658 10671 10688 10704 10706 10724 10729 10735 10736 10739 10742 10743
