EXCHANGE OF SEISMIC/TSUNAMI INFORMATION BETWEEN ASEAN MEMBER STATES USING THE GLOBAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM

Background

1
In Apr 05, the ASEAN Sub-Committee on Meteorology and Geophysics
 (SCMG) set up a Technical Task Force to look into collating of existing and future networks of seismic stations, tide gauges, buoys and DARTs in the ASEAN region and to establish a mechanism for exchanging of data and information in real-time among ASEAN member states
.

2
The Technical Task Force identified a preliminary list of seismic stations for waveform data exchange.  In addition, it also proposed a mechanism for exchanging of seismic/tsunami information within members to support the monitoring efforts of each country.  The most efficient ways for exchanging of this data/information were then identified.  The recommendations from this task force were presented and accepted for implementation during the ASEAN SCMG meeting in Aug 2005.  

Use of GTS for seismic/tsunami information exchange

3
Of the various communication channels, the Global Telecommunications System was identified to be an important means through which seismic/tsunami information could be efficiently exchanged in real-time within ASEAN member states.   

4
The information proposed for exchange over GTS would include seismic/tsunami warnings and would be textual in nature.  

5
For seismic information, it was agreed that if any of the ASEAN members were to detect an earthquake exceeding 6.5 within a pre-defined region, a warning message would be sent out via GTS to all other member states.

6
A sample seismic warning message would be in the following form:


0905 20/7/05


Mag 7.2 3.5N 95.2E


Depth 35 km 3 Sta


Nias Island


150 km West of Medan

7
There would also be message/bulletins for tsunami alerts/ warnings/ cancellations.

8
Whilst it was noted that the seismic/tsunami headers were respectively WE and SE, it was understood that the rest of the header would have to be decided and accepted by WMO.  

WMO’s input 

9
The guidance of WMO is thus sought for the identification of the respective headers for each originating centre and for advise on how to go about implementing this exchange.  

10
The list of centers which would be disseminating and/or receiving these messages include Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myammar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 

11
The messages are intended mainly for exchange within the ASEAN member countries as listed above.

� The Subcommittee on Meteorology and Geophysics is a sub-committee under the Committee of Science and Technology of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN)


� The ASEAN member states include Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myammar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 





