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Extracts from the Report of the chair of the OPAG on Information Systems and Services to the CBS Management Group (December 2001)

1. Introduction

During CBS – XII, the Open Programme Area Group on Information Systems and Services was re-established, and a number of Expert Teams, an Inter-Programme Task Team and a rapporteur together with their relevant memberships were set up. In the following, the different groups are presented giving their terms of reference, their initial memberships and the results achieved up to date.

…../…..

9. Steering Group on Radio-Frequency Coordination

9.1. Terms of reference

(a) Keep under review allocations of radio-frequency bands and assignments of radio-frequencies to meteorological activities for operational requirements (telecommunications, instruments, sensors, etc.) and research purposes, in coordination with other technical commissions;

(b) Co-ordinate with WMO Members, with the assistance of the WMO Secretariat, to:

· ensure the proper notification and assignment of frequencies used for meteorological purpose;

· determine their future use of the radio spectrum for meteorological purpose.

(c) Keep abreast of the activities of the Radio communication Sector of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU-R), and in particular of the Radio communication Study Groups, on frequency matters pertaining to meteorological activities, and assist the WMO Secretariat in its participation in ITU-R work;

(d) Prepare and co-ordinate proposals and advice to WMO Members on radio-regulation matters pertaining to meteorological activities with a view to ITU Radio communication Study Groups, Radio communication Assembly, World Radio communication Conferences and related regional/global preparatory meetings;

(e) Facilitate the coordination between WMO Members for the use of frequency bands allocated to meteorological activities with respect to:

· Coordination of frequency use/assignments between countries;

· Coordination of frequency use/assignments between various radio communication services (e.g. meteorological aids and DCPs) sharing the same band.

(f) Facilitate the coordination of WMO with other international organizations which address radio-spectrum planning, including specialized organizations (e.g. CGMS, SFCG) and regional telecommunication organizations (e.g. CEPT, CITEL, APT);

(g) Assist WMO Members, upon request, in the ITU coordination procedure of frequency assignment for radio communication systems sharing a frequency band with meteorological radio communication systems.

9.2. Membership

Mr Hans Richner (Chair) Switzerland, RA VI

Mr JixinYu, China, People’s Republic, RA II

Mr Yuichi Sakoda, Japan, RA II

Ms Elena Manaenkova, Russian Federation, RA II/VI

Mr Wilson Sandoval, Brazil, RA III

Mr David Franc, USA, RA IV

Mr John Beard, Australia, RA V

Mr Guy Rochard, France, RA VI

Dr John Nash. United Kingdom, RA VI
Organizations with interest

EUMETSAT

ITU-R

9.3. Results

The SG-RFC held a session from 3-8 May 2001 (WMO Geneva), just prior to a session of ITU-R/Working Party 7C "Earth exploration satellite systems and meteorological systems" (9-18 May 2001, ITU Geneva).  The group reviewed all the radio frequency bands allocated to Meteorological Aids (radiosondes), Meteorological Satellites, Weather Radars, Wind Profiler Radars and spaceborne remote sensing. 

Particular attention was given to the issues that are included in the agenda for the next ITU World Radiocommunication Conference in 2003 (WRC-2003).  An issue of particular concern addresses possible Mobile Satellite Service allocations (for portable mobile terminals) in portions of the band 1670–1690 MHz, which is crucial for MetAids and MetSat operations; such an MSS allocation may in particular hamper the development of GOES/GVAR and GMS/S-VISSR stations. The meeting developed contributions to ITU-R in this respect. Issues related to safeguarding bands allocated to weather radars (in particular 2700-2900 MHz) and to protecting passive remote sensing bands from new systems, such as HAPS, were reviewed in details.  Several experts from the SG-RFC, including the Secretariat (J.-M. Rainer) participated in the ITU-R/Working Party 7C to support WMO interests. 

Very long and tough discussions took place in the relevant ITU-R group (WP8D in May and October 2001) for the ITU-R preparatory report to WRC-2003 (CPM text) related to possible MSS allocations in the band 1670–1690 MHz, with a rather limited meteorological representation (USA, EUMETSAT and WMO). On the other hand, it is interesting to note that the threat on the 401-406 MHz band is apparently closed.  Crucial forthcoming ITU-R meetings are WP 7C (11-15.II.2002), WP 8D (08-14.V.2002), which will finalize relevant CPM contributions, and the final CPM (18-29.XI.2002). Another SG-RFC session (6-8 February 2002, Geneva) is planned to consolidate WMO's position and contributions on all WRC-2003 issues

The SG-RFC also finalized the Handbook on use of radio frequency spectrum for meteorology, which was endorsed by WP 7C; the process for its joint publication by WMO and ITU is on going.

