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Summary and purpose of document

This document discusses the preparation and organisation of a WMO workshop on radio frequencies for meteorology.


ACTION PROPOSED

The SG-RFC is invited to advise on the organisation of a WMO workshop on radio frequencies for meteorology, including topics, key lecturers and intended participants.


____________

DISCUSSION

1. The Executive Council (2001) endorsed the proposal from the Secretariat to hold a Workshop on radio frequencies for meteorology in 2002.

2. It is planned to hold the Workshop in the WMO Headquarters, from 13-15 November 2002, just before the ITU-R Conference Preparatory Meeting (ITU, Geneva, 18-29 November 2002).  These particular dates are expected to facilitate the possible attendance of experts from NMHSs to the CPM, assuming appropriate coordination with their national radio communication authorities.  It should be also noted that the ITU-R has recently decided to hold a Radiocommunication Seminar from 11-15 November.

3. The SG-RFC is invited to develop the list of topics to be presented at the workshop, and to identify potential key lecturer(s) for each topic. A tentative list of main topics should include the following:

a. Regulatory principles for the radio spectrum utilization: radiocommunication services, Radio Regulations and its frequency allocation tables, national allocation, assignments and national/international notifications.

b. ITU-R working mechanisms: ITU-R Recommendations, Study Groups, RA, WRC, CPM and role of regional groups (APT, CEPT, CITEL, etc).

c. MetAids, main RF characteristics and issues, including WRC 2003 issues.

d. MetSat, main RF characteristics and issues, including WRC 2003 issues.

e. Weather radars, main RF characteristics and issues, including WRC 2003 issues.

f. Wind profiler radars, main RF characteristics and issues.

g. Passive spaceborne remote sensing, main RF characteristics and issues, including WRC 2003 issues.

h. Overview of other radiocommunication systems used for meteorological activities.

4. The basic documentation for the Workshop would include the Handbook on the Radio Spectrum for Meteorology, WMO guidance on WRC-2003 issues (to be developed), the list of relevant ITU-R Recommendations and possibly some key extracts, relevant extracts form the RR.8 - Frequency allocation tables.

5. The SG-RFC may also wish to advise on possible criteria for the selection of participants to the Workshop, such as the importance of Radio Frequencies coordination issues in the respective WMO Member countries.

