	WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION


_____________

COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS

STEERING GROUP ON RADIO FREQUENCY COORDINATION
PERROS GUIREC, FRANCE
13-14 SEPTEMBER 2004 
	
	CBS/SG-RFC 2002/Doc. 6(1)

_______
ITEM 6
ENGLISH only



Status of the ITU/WMO Handbook: Use of Radio Spectrum for Meteorology
(Submitted By David Franc, National Weather Service)
Summary and Purpose of Document
The ITU/WMO Handbook on Use of Radio Spectrum for Meteorology was published in 1992.  Since being published in 2002 information in the ITU/WMO Handbook on meteorological spectrum has become dated.  This document proposes a way to address this issue and discusses the future printing of the handbook.
Action Proposed
The SG-RFC should consider the proposed way forward for maintaining current information in the handbook.
Status of ITU/WMO Handbook on Use

of Radio Spectrum for Meteorology
The ITU/WMO Handbook on Use of Radio Spectrum for Meteorology was published in 2002. Both the ITU and WMO offer this handbook for sale in their publications departments.  The life of the first printing of the handbook was intended to be on the order of five years.  Unfortunately information in the handbook has already become obsolete.  A brief meeting between Mr. Robert Taylor (ITU-Study Group 7 Chairman), Mr. Jean-Michel Rainer (WMO Secretariat), and myself (most recent editor of first handbook printing) was held during the last Working Party 7C meeting in Geneva.  It was agreed that reprinting the handbook this early was impractical and poor use of ITU and WMO funds.  Rather, we would attempt to identify the dated information, and create a website where updated information could be maintained.  Once the life of the first printing expires and republication becomes necessary (another 2 to 3 years), the information that has quickly become dated would be removed from the handbook and only be provided on the website.  The second printing of the handbook would contain references to the website where the additional information could be found.  The WMO has agreed to maintain a website with the reference material.

In the past month I met with Mr. Taylor to discuss the content of the handbook, in particular that dated material that should be updated and moved to the website, and the approach that should be taken to address the dated material until the second printing was performed.  The WMO secretariat has been provided an electronic copy of the handbook where comments and edits have been inserted.  Two types of actions are proposed in the edits and comments; short term actions (identified by the (ST) designation in the comments) to address the dated material included in the handbook by placing updated information the proposed website, and long term actions (identified by the (LT) designation in the comments) to edit the handbook to remove the dated material before the second printing.  The intent of the short term action items is to create the website where the reader of the handbook (current version) can obtain up-to-date information.  Mr. Taylor plans to ask the ITU to consider placing a single sheet of paper in each unsold handbook that directs the reader to the website for updated information on identified sections.  Little can be done to get this information out to those who have already obtained a copy of the handbook.  The long term actions list is intended to track changes that are identified as necessary before the second printing occurs.

As indicated above, a version of the handbook has been produced that contains edits and comments that address the obsolete information.  In order to protect the copyright interests of the ITU and WMO, the ITU Secretariat does not plan to make the electronic copies of the handbook containing the comments publicly available on the WMO website.  However sections or the entire file will be made available to interested participants of the SG-RFC for review and additional editorial work.  The handbook chapters or entire handbook text, including the recent edits/comments, can be obtained by contacting Mr. Jean-Michel Rainer before or during the SG-RFC meeting.

