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Switzerland



GENEVA, 6 June 2003

Dear Mr Utsumi,


I am pleased to inform you that the Fourteenth World Meteorological Congress (Geneva, May 2003), attended by 170 Member countries, noted with satisfaction the current radio frequency allocations and regulatory provisions of the ITU Radio Regulations that were addressing requirements for meteorological and related environmental activities, through specific radiocommunication services, and the favourable outcome of the World Radiocommunication Conference 2000 (WRC-2000) in that regard.


Congress, however, expressed concern at the continuing threat to radio frequency bands allocated for meteorological and related environmental systems (Meteorological Aids, Meteorological Satellite, Earth Exploration-Satellite - including passive remote sensing - and Radiolocation  (for weather and wind profiler radars) Services). In particular, the Congress emphasized that the utmost importance should be attached to ensuring absolute protection of the special bands allocated to space-borne passive sensing (MetSat and EES), which were a unique natural resource for atmospheric measurements and had an increasing importance in meteorology (e.g. observation, warnings and forecasts, climatology), including for mitigation of weather and climate - related disasters.


In view of the crucial importance of the issue, the Fourteenth World Meteorological  Congress adopted Resolution 3.1.2/1 (Cg‑XIV) - Radio frequencies for meteorological and related environmental activities - and has requested me to bring the Resolution to your attention.  I have therefore the honour to forward herewith, for your information and appropriate action, copies in English, French and Spanish of the Resolution.


It would be greatly appreciated if you would keep me informed of your Organization's action on these matters, in particular with respect to "APPEALS to the International Telecommunication Union and its Member Administrations, (1) and (2) ", so that I may advise the WMO Members accordingly.

cc:  Mr Valery TIMOFEEV, Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR), ITU-R

- 2 -


I look forward to the continued strengthening of the excellent relationship that exists between ITU and WMO.



Yours sincerely,

(M. Jarraud)


for the Secretary-General
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