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Excerpts from General Summary (CBS-Ext.(06)/PINK 6.2(1)):

Radio frequencies for meteorological activities

6.2.50
The Commission emphasized that the threat on the full range of radio frequency bands allocated to meteorological systems and environmental satellites would continue with the increasing development and expansion of new commercial radiocommunication systems, especially Ultra Wide Band (UWB) devices, i.e. radiocommunication systems operating with very large bandwidth.

6.2.51
The Commission noted with much appreciation the activities of the Steering Group on Radio-Frequency Coordination in the preparation of the forthcoming World Radiocommunication Conference 2007 (WRC-07, November 2007), and its active involvement at the regional level in safeguarding radio frequency bands allocated to meteorological systems and environmental satellites.  It noted with satisfaction that a Workshop on Radio Frequencies for meteorology, including sharing aspects between Met Aids and Met Sat in common bands, was organized (Geneva, February 2006).  The SG-RFC was finalizing the update of the joint ITU-WMO publication "Handbook on use of radio spectrum for meteorology" in coordination with the ITU, and that the updated information would be posted on the WMO and ITU Web sites.  The revised handbook would be an important reference documentation in preparation and for WRC-07.  The Commission also noted with satisfaction that the SG-RFC activities were an important contribution to the respective GEO task. 

6.2.52
The Commission noted that the agenda of WRC-07 included several items of serious importance for WMO.  The most important issues were related to the threat on the 2700-2900 MHz band (meteorological radar) and the protection of spaceborne passive sensing bands.  The Commission noted and endorsed the WRC-07 WMO’s position document that was developed by the SG-RFC, submitted to relevant ITU-R groups and would be distributed to WMO Members and relevant international organizations, with a view to facilitating an effective preparation of national WRC-07 positions favourable for the WMO related issues.  The Commission recalled that the Executive Council urged all NMHSs and meteorological and environmental satellite operators to do their utmost to safeguard frequency band allocations as they were was crucial for WMO.  It noted with appreciation that WMO, meteorological and R&D satellite agencies and several NMSs were actively participating in ITU-R activities.  EC, with reference to Resolution 3 (Cg XIV), urged Members to participate actively in national, regional and global (i.e. ITU-R) activities regarding radio-frequencies to ensure that meteorological and related environmental interests are protected.  
6.2.53
The Commission confirmed the importance of keeping NMHSs aware of the criticality of issues related to the various radio frequency bands used by meteorological systems.  It urged Members to ensure that their respective national Radiocommunication Authorities were fully aware of the impact of relevant issues for meteorological operations and to seek their support on relevant WRC-07 issues.  The Commission asked the Steering Group on Radio-Frequency Coordination to actively pursue its activities, with focus on the preparatory activities for WRC-07, including the ITU-R Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM) planned for February 2007. 

