Aims for the WMO Guide to Data Management

ET-IDM is responsible for revising the WMO Guide to Data Management. This was last revised in the early 1990s and a large part was a “how to do it” guide for the use of IT systems. As a result, although the underlying principles in the document are probably as valid now as when it was first written, much of the detail is out of date and the explosion of the use of IT has led to a large number of easily accessible texts being available.

Rather than being a detailed “how to do it” manual, we should seek to make the Guide a useful reference on the principles behind data management within the WMO, particularly within the WWW. This means that in some areas we will need to extend the scope of the guide, while in others we will remove much of the content. We are likely to need to add technical material where issues are still under rapid development (for example use of the metadata standard), but should avoid doing so where there are many other texts (for example on how data holdings should be managed – we should emphasis that they should be managed).

Given the rapid changes in IT and data management, we will need to ensure that our modified version of the Guide concentrates on the principles and that it refers to other documents for the details. At our meeting we will need to agree:

a) The objectives of the Guide – what we want it to achieve.

b) The “outline” of the Guide – its structure and the key issues to be addressed by each section

c) Who will edit the overall Guide

d) Who will author each of the sections

e) How we will agree the final version

f) How the Guide will be maintained in the future.

As a starting point, I think that the objectives of the Guide should include the following.

The WMO Guide on Data Management should allow its readers to:

· Identify the key processes that they need to implement in order to manage their data creation, communication, processing and storage so that the integrity of the WMO WWW is maintained;

· Identify where to find relevant WMO standards and the bodies responsible for maintaining those standards

· Discover which standards are appropriate to the activities of the reader;

· Discover where to find additional information needed to implement an acceptable data management system

· Understand the difference between the management principles (that are unlikely to change rapidly) and the standards (that evolve on much shorter time scales)

· Identify the decision making processes on data management within WMO and how to interact with them

· Understand how they may need to react to notifications of changes in the WMO standards.
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