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Summary and Purpose of the Document
This document contains information provided by the Secretariat on several items of the meeting. 

ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider the information contained in the document.

Guide on WWW Data management 

1.
ET-IDM-3 agreed on a draft content for the guide on WWW data management as given in Appendix to the paragraph 2.2 of the report of the meeting. As requested by the meeting, the Secretariat distributed the draft to the chairpersons of the expert teams of the OPAG on ISS for comments and for possible contributions in the drafting of the guide. The Secretariat received the comment from Mr Shi Peiliang that, when comparing it against the 1992 version, he felt that Chapter 7, "Data bases in a meteorological environment", should be kept and revised. There are two basic technologies for managing meteorological data, namely files and database. The database technology itself has been developing rapidly in the last decade. Mr Shi Peiliang hoped that the practices at a few leading centres on the database technology employment could be included. 

Collaboration with ISO

2.
The Secretariat informed the Secretariat of the ISO Technical Committee (TC) 211 (Geographic information/Geomatics) of the development of the draft WMO metadata standard. The Secretariat of the ISO/TC 211 is considering distributing this information to the members of the ISO/TC 211.

3.
The Secretariat of the ISO/TC 211 welcomes the participation of WMO experts in the activities of the TC 211. The WMO Secretariat sent to the members of the ET-IDM the list of the standards of the ISO 19100 series, which were being developed.  No member of the ET-IDM has yet expressed the wish to contribute to the development of a standard of the ISO 19100 series.

4.
The WMO Secretariat has access to the documents of the ISO 19100 series (see annex to ftp://www.wmo.int/In-box/To-www/DM/ISO/ISO_19100_intro.doc) before their finalisation as an international standard. The WMO Secretariat provides access to these documents upon request of any member of the ET-IDM. 

5.
The WMO Secretariat submitted a proposal to the Secretariat of the ISO/TC 211 for a collaboration on a study on the relevance of each standard of the ISO 19100 series to the FWIS, the benefits of its application for the WMO Programmes concerned, and the resources required to develop the relevant profiles. The WMO Secretariat invited the Secretariat of the ISO/TC 211 to provide advices for such a study, in particular as regards the expertise required to carry out the study. It was also suggested that the study be considered as joint contribution to the follow-up to the Geneva Phase of WSIS (see paragraph 8).
Lists of parameters already defined by the WMO Programmes
6.
The scientific Departments/Offices of the Secretariat were invited to provide information on 

lists or tables of parameters maintained by the WMO Programmes, which should be used for the request/reply mechanism. The Space Programme Office suggested that the list of geophysical parameters in the CEOS/WMO database (see http://alto-stratus.wmo.ch/sat/stations/SatSystem.html) be included. The database is now formally recognized in the Manual for the GOS and the list of parameters and requirements are the official WMO set.

Designation of focal points on WMO metadata standard by WMO Programmes

7.
ET-IDM-3 recommended the designation of focal points on WMO metadata standard by WMO Programmes. The Presidents of WMO Technical Commissions were invited to designate such focal points on WMO metadata standard.  The following designations were received:
	Commission
	Focal point on WMO metadata standard

	CAeM
	David Murphy (Ireland)

	JCOMM
	J. Robert Keeley (Canada)


The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)

8. 
The UN General Assembly adopted Resolution 56/183 endorsed the holding of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in two phases. The first phase took place in Geneva 10 to 12 December 2003 and the second phase will take place in Tunis, from 16 to 18 November 2005.The URL of the WSIS site is http://www.itu.int/wsis/
9.
The Geneva Phase of the WSIS addressed the broad range of themes concerning the Information Society and adopted a Declaration of Principles and a Plan of Action. The WMO Secretariat participated in the preparation of the Geneva Phase and in the Geneva Phase of Summit, in particular as a member of the WSIS High-Level Summit Organizing Committee (HLSOC). The report of the Geneva Phase of the Summit is available from the WSIS site (click here). 

10.
The following quotations from paragraph C7 of the Plan of Action are relevant to WMO:

C7. ICT applications: benefits in all aspects of life

ICT applications can support sustainable development, in the fields of public administration, business, education and training, health, employment, environment, agriculture and science within the framework of national e-strategies. This would include actions within the following sectors

/../

20. E-environment

a) Governments, in cooperation with other stakeholders are encouraged to use and promote ICTs as an instrument for environmental protection and the sustainable use of natural resources. 

/…/ 

c) Establish monitoring systems, using ICTs, to forecast and monitor the impact of natural and man-made disasters, particularly in developing countries, LDCs and small economies. 

/…/

22. E-science

/…/ 

d) Promote the long-term systematic and efficient collection, dissemination and preservation of essential scientific digital data, for example, population and meteorological data in all countries.

e) Promote principles and metadata standards to facilitate cooperation and effective use of collected scientific information and data as appropriate to conduct scientific research.
11.
The preparation of the Tunis Phase entails a process of monitoring and evaluation of the progress of feasible actions laid out in the Geneva Plan of Action and a concrete set of deliverables that must be achieved by the time the Summit meets again in Tunis in November 2005. The WMO Secretariat will participate in the preparation of the Tunis Phase as a member of the HLSOC. The WMO submitted the development of the FWIS, including the development of WMO metadata standard, as a contribution to the implementation of the Geneva Plan of Action.
