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Summary and Purpose of the Document
This document contains information on a proposed Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing an infrastructure for spatial information in the European Community (INSPIRE), and its potential implications with respect to meteorological and related information, including metadata.
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to review and comment the information.

DISCUSSION

1. The European Commission has developed a final Proposal, dated 23.7.2004, for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing an infrastructure for spatial information in the European Community (INSPIRE).  The proposal is posted at http://www.ec-gis.org/inspire/.  The proposed Directive creates a legal framework for the establishment and operation of an Infrastructure for Spatial Information in Europe.
2. The proposal focuses specifically on information needed in order to monitor and improve the state of the environment, including air, water, soil and the natural landscape.  It clearly focuses on geographic data (natural, man-made and administrative), but the definition of spatial data – any data with a direct or indirect reference to a specific location or geographical area – embeds meteorological data.  Reference to meteorological data is made in Annex III on spatial data themes as follows:

“13.
Atmospheric conditions

Physical conditions in the atmosphere. Includes spatial data based on measurements, on models or on a combination thereof and includes measurement locations.

14.
Meteorological geographical features

Weather conditions and their measurements; precipitation, temperature, evapotranspiration, wind speed and direction.”

By comparing with the other data themes of Annex III, it appears that the types of meteorological data addressed by the above items are more likely climatological information. 

3. The introduction of the proposed Directive emphasizes that “INSPIRE will not set off an extensive programme of new spatial data collection. Instead, it is designed to optimise the scope for exploiting the data that are already available, by requiring the documentation of existing spatial data, the implementation of services aimed at rendering the spatial data more accessible and interoperable.”

4. The Directive put emphasis on the need for metadata enabling discovery, view and download services.  With respect to Annex III data themes, including meteorological related data, “Member States shall ensure that metadata are created for spatial data sets and services; Member States shall create the metadata by [6 years after the entry into force of this Directive].”  This requirement is fully consistent with WMO’s strategy to further develop a WMO core Metadata standard, based on the ISO standard for Geographical information, as agreed by CBS and endorsed by Cg XIV.

5. The Directive states that “Member States shall adopt measures for the sharing of spatial data sets and services between public authorities. Those measures shall enable the public authorities of Member States, and the institutions and bodies of the Community, to gain access to spatial data sets and services, and to exchange and use those sets and services.

The Commission shall adopt implementing rules laying down the following:

(a)
harmonised spatial data specifications;

(b)
arrangements for the exchange of spatial data.

The implementing rules shall be adopted by [5 years after the entry into force of this Directive] in the case of spatial data sets corresponding to one of more of the themes listed in Annex II or III.

Persons with an interest in the spatial data concerned by virtue of their role in the spatial information infrastructure that includes user, producer, added value service provider or coordinating body shall be given the opportunity to participate in the preparation of the implementing rules.”

6. It is also worth noting that:

“The Commission shall be responsible for coordinating the infrastructure for spatial information in the Community at Community level and shall be assisted for that purpose by the European Environmental Agency.

Each Member State shall designate the public authority to be responsible for contacts with the Commission in relation to this Directive.

The Commission shall establish and operate a Community geo-portal.”

7. Through initial contacts with relevant European Commission officers, the ECMWF has drawn the attention on existing WMO (and UNESCO/IOC) internationally agreed systems and procedures relevant to INSPIRE, and has expressed ECMWF’s willingness to participate in the further development of INSPIRE.  The EC officers indicated the Commissions’ intent to respect existing international conventions, that the participation of the meteorological community to the implementation of INSPIRE must become more prominent and that ECMWF participation is welcomed. ECMWF has also formally informed its Member countries and invited them to participate in INSPIRE activities.  WMO should also be involved with a view to ensuring that the regulations developed under INSPIRE as regards meteorological and related information are consistent with WMO’s regulations, practices and agreed plans, and WMO is planning to request the European Commission to participate in the preparation of INSPIRE implementing rules.

8. The ET-IDM is invited to note and comment the above information.
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