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7.
USE OF XML FOR THE REPRESENTATION OF METEOROLOGICAL METADATA

7.1
The Meeting was informed that the Centres of Exeter, Offenbach and Toulouse were working in association with ECMWF and EUMETSAT on the development of a virtual Global Information System Center (VGISC).  The project of implementation of a VGISC in Region VI was considered as a central pilot project for the Future WMO Information System.  The development of the VGISC was based on the use of:

· The ISO 19100 series of geographic information standards, in particular the ISO standard 19115 – Geographic information  - Metadata for the definition of the metadata;

· And XML for the presentation of metadata and data.

7.2
The Expert Team on Integrated Data Management (ET-IDM) was working on the development of a WMO metadata standard.  The ET-IDM was refining WMO metadata standard and considering the next step of the development of the WMO metadata standard required for the request/reply mechanism.  Mr Gil Ross from UK, active member of the team on integrated data management raised questions related to the presentation of “cut-down” metadata and data for current WMO bulletins, in particular he found it was difficult to extract metadata from a BUFR message without decoding completely the message, especially when it was a multi-reports message.

7.3
The Team recommended that before defining additional standard parameters, as metadata, in Section 1 of BUFR, a precise list of the requirements should be given.  The requirement so far has been for the applications, like data assimilation for NWP, where precisely the instrument metadata are attached immediately to the value observed, and a limited set of metadata is listed in Section 1.  The Team agreed to consider the requirements at a later stage when more clear need would be expressed.  It would have to be done during the next few months to be approved by CBS XIII for inclusion in the next edition of BUFR.
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