Extracts from the abridged final report of the thirteenth session of CBS (St. Petersburg, 23 February – 3 March 2005)

Metadata standards

5.2.38 The Commission emphasized that Metadata was the key to the effective data exchange and the success of WMO Programmes.  It noted with satisfaction that its OPAG on ISS had pursued the development of the WMO core metadata standard with the involvement of experts from other WMO Programmes.  The Commission endorsed the draft WMO Core Profile within the context of the ISO 19115 geographic information standard as the “formal draft version 1.0” against which WMO Programmes would perform formal testing.  The draft WMO Core Profile should be posted on the WMO Web server.
5.2.39 The WMO metadata standard should consist of the WMO Core Profile of the ISO Metadata Standard and its extensions specific to each WMO Programme.  Each WMO Programme is expected to propose amendments to the Core Profile, especially if they have requirements that are common to several Programmes, and to develop and maintain its own “Community Extension” for specific items.  The WMO Core Profile of the ISO Metadata Standard should be registered by the WMO Secretariat and be posted on the WMO server as a “community profile” with ISO once it is consolidated after testing.  In preparing the extension, Programmes should comply with the ISO standard, and are encouraged to register their extensions with ISO as further WMO community profiles.

5.2.40 The Commission emphasized that one of the major issues was the further development and coordinated implementation of a detailed WMO Core metadata Profile for all Programmes.  It noted that Technical Commissions had been invited to designate focal points on WMO metadata issues relevant to their WMO Programmes.  The focal points are expected to:

· Compile and share information on the experiences gained in the use of the draft WMO Core Profile within their Programmes; 

· Coordinate proposals for the amendments to the WMO standard, i.e. amendments to the core WMO metadata standard and development/amendments to the relevant extensions;

· Consolidate proposals for the extension of the WMO Core Profile.

5.2.41 Noting that other environmental communities were developing their own core profiles of the ISO standard, the Commission emphasized that the WMO Core Profile should be developed in consultation with the appropriate working groups of these communities.  There were initiatives related to the interoperability of systems in the geophysical and environmental sciences, such as GEOSS, GMES, including INSPIRE, in the European Union and DMAC in USA.  The WMO Core Profile of the ISO Metadata Standard should be made known and WMO should closely follow these initiatives.

5.2.42 The Commission noted that a catalogue of features and keywords were an important aspect of the metadata, and it agreed that the keywords lists should be further developed in classes:

· A core list shared by all WMO Programmes;

· Supplementary lists, prepared and maintained by the respective WMO Programmes, which would consist of Programme-specific keywords. 

5.2.43 With a view to facilitating the coordinated development of the comprehensive WMO Metadata standard that was critical for the development of FWIS, the Commission agreed to establish within the OPAG on ISS an Inter-programme ET on Metadata Implementation (IPET-MI) to maintain and update the WMO Core Profile, including the catalogue of features and the list of keywords for describing WMO datasets.  The IPET-MI should develop WMO Metadata standard extensions specific to the WWW Programme, and also promote development of extensions specific to other WMO Programmes in liaison with respective Technical Commissions.
5.2.44 The Commission noted that WMO was granted the class A liaison status for participating in ISO Technical Committee (TC) 211 responsible for the series 19100 of ISO standards.  It agreed that the IPET-MI should contribute to the work of the ISO TC 211, in particular by submitting WMO contributions to the development of the standards and by publicising the WMO activities in the development and implementation of the WMO Core Profile and its extensions.

5.2.45 The Commission stressed the need to assist NMHSs’ centres in the implementation of the WMO Core Profile of the ISO Metadata Standard.  It asked the OPAG on ISS (IPET-MI) to coordinate the development of:

· A reference implementation of the Profile so that it can be used as a guide by implementers;

· Tools to facilitate the manual creation of metadata;

· Applications to maintain metadata in the standard Profile;

· Mechanisms for users to search globally amongst metadata catalogues;

· Creation of a Core Feature Catalogue compliant with ISO 19110.

5.2.46 In view of the importance of the above-mentioned development and the crosscutting nature of metadata, the Commission fully concurred that a workshop on Metadata in 2005, with the involvement of relevant partner programmes, would facilitate reaching a consensus on Metadata implementation.

Other WWW Data Management matters
5.2.47 The Commission noted that revised contents for the Guide on WWW Data Management  (WMO-No. 788) were developed by the OPAG on ISS.  The Guide should be designed for electronic publication and that only those aspects of the Guide that described best practices were maintained.  Guidance on other aspects of data management should be included indirectly through references to other sources of information available on the Web.  The Commission agreed that the responsibility for editing each of the part of the guide should lie with the CBS OPAGs and expert teams with key knowledge on each topic, under the coordination of the OPAG on ISS assisted by the Secretariat, and it asked the OPAGs to contribute to updating the guide accordingly.

5.2.48 The Commission recognized the need of WMO for unique identifiers in a wide range of activities, including documents, file names and stations identifiers, and agreed that a common approach was appropriate.  The Commission concurred with the method of defining unique identifiers that should place responsibility for ensuring uniqueness as close to the point of creation of the item as possible.  It asked the OPAG on ISS to consolidate, as a matter of urgency, a mechanism for assigning unique identifiers based on a sequence of delegating authority to generate identifiers, in particular for generating unique file names.  

