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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM RELATED TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1.1
Opening of the meeting

The third meeting of the CBS Inter-Programme Expert Team on Metadata Implementation (IPET-MI) will be opened at 09:30 hours on Monday 30 June 2008 at the WMO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 
1.2
Adoption of the agenda

The meeting will be invited to adopt its agenda.
1.3
Working arrangements

Documents, including general information for participants, will be available via the WMO server at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WDM/IPET-MI-III/documents.html
Experts should prepare working papers in advance of the session so they can be reviewed by all team members prior to the session.  Experts are invited to send their documents to the WMO Secretariat via electronic mail, preferably in MS Word formats, to pkerherve@wmo.int. The presentations made during the meeting should be provided in PowerPoint or Pdf formats.

The outcomes of the meeting will be submitted to a meeting of the CBS/ISS Implementation-Coordination Team on Information Systems and Services (ICT-ISS) scheduled in November 2008.

2.
DEVELOPMENT OF THE WMO METADATA STANDARD 
CBS-Ext.(06) noted with appreciation the development by the IPET-MI of a draft version 1.0 of the WMO Core Metadata Profile of the ISO Metadata Standard. It agreed to designate it as the final version 1.0, that should be made available on the WMO server in the three formats: text description, XML representation based on ISO 19139 standard and UML representation. The meeting will review the presentation of the version 1.0 of the WMO Core Profile of the ISO Metadata Standard in the three formats (text, XML and UML). The meeting will consider the development of the version 2.0.
3.
OPERATIONAL INFORMATION CATALOGUES

CBS-Ext.(06) invited the OPAG-ISS, in consultation with the OPAG-IOS, to further develop with a high priority methods of representing comprehensive information related to observing stations using the metadata, such as the catalogue of variables measured by a standard observing station or the catalogue of instruments used for variables measured by standard observing station. The meeting will review the development of proposals for the establishment and the maintenance of operational information catalogues required for WIS.
4.
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WMO METADATA STANDARD

The meeting is invited to consider the implementation of the WMO Metadata standard for the provision of the metadata required for the WIS. The meeting is in particular invited to consider the conversion of the GTS operational information into metadata required for the operation of the WIS/GISCs.
CBS-Ext.(06) invited the OPAG-ISS to take the lead on identifying tools to allow users to create metadata documents. CBS-Ext.(06) included the following activities in the work plan of the IPET-MI:
· To take the lead on identifying tools to allow users to create metadata documents, giving priority to tools to allow automated “harvesting” of routine data, 
· To create an editor for manually creating metadata and 
· To prepare a “best practice” guide. 
The meeting is also invited to consider training aspects.
5.
USE OF RELATED ISO METADATA STANDARDS, ESPECIALLY THE ISO 19100 SERIES, FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE WIS

CBS-Ext.(06) included the activities to communicate relevant ISO 191xx standards to other teams of the OPAG-ISS in the work plan of the IPET-MI.  Actions were included in the work plan of the IPET-MI to prepare for the use of features in version 2.0.

6.
INTERACTION WITH THE ISO TC 211
CBS-XIII agreed that the IPET-MI should contribute to the work of the ISO Technical Committee (TC 211), in particular by submitting WMO contributions to the development of the standards and by publicising the WMO activities in the development and implementation of the WMO Core Profile and its extensions. The meeting will review interaction with the ISO TC 211.

7.
FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME
The team will be invited to advise the chair on its future work programme.

8.
CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

The closure of the meeting is expected by 17:00 on 2 July 2008.

