Extracts from the report of CBS-Ext.(06)

Metadata standards

WMO Core Metadata Profile

6.2.54
Noting the crucial importance of metadata for the WIS, Fourteenth Congress requested all WMO Programmes to join their efforts in the further development of detailed WMO metadata standards.  The Commission noted that the presidents of the WMO Technical Commissions were invited to designate experts to represent their Commissions in the CBS Inter-Programme Expert Team on Metadata Implementation (IPET-MI).

6.2.55
The Commission noted with appreciation the development by the IPET-MI of a draft version 1.0 of the WMO Core Metadata Profile of the ISO Metadata Standard (
). It agreed to designate it as the final version 1.0, that should be made available on the WMO server in the three formats: text description, XML representation based on ISO 19139 standard and UML representation. 

Operational information catalogues

6.2.56
Version 1.0 of the WMO Core Metadata Profile uses simple catalogues for its information:  in addition to those required by the relevant ISO standard, a thesaurus for keywords, a list of the CCCC country codes and a gazetteer to allow the translation of station names, station identifiers and station numbers into their geographical positions.  The Commission invited the OPAG-ISS, in consultation with the OPAG-IOS, to further develop with a high priority methods of representing comprehensive information related to observing stations using the metadata, such as the catalogue of variables measured by a standard observing station or the catalogue of instruments used for variables measured by standard observing station, in particular:

(a) Using unambiguous and standard terminology for key words/key phrases based on International Meteorological Vocabulary (WMO-No. 182), Technical Regulations (WMO‑No. 49);
(b) Keeping the station history for different reasons, an example being the homogeneity of data times series for the monitoring of climate changes;

(c) Tracking changes of station data (i.e. metadata of the station) that can be done any day; not having this capability could negatively influence results.

6.2.57
The Commission requested the OPAG-ISS to consider appropriate editor(s) for the creation and maintenance of the catalogues. 

Implementation of the WMO metadata standard

6.2.58
The Commission invited the OPAG-ISS to take the lead on identifying tools to allow users to create metadata documents.  Priority should be given to tools to allow automated “harvesting” of routine data because this is needed for the GISC prototype generation.  An editor for manually creating metadata must also be created.  It will also be necessary to create training for WMO Programmes so that metadata are created in an appropriate way; a “best practice” guide is also needed.

Use of related ISO metadata standards, especially the ISO 191xx series, for the development of the WIS

6.2.59
Activities to communicate relevant ISO 191xx standards to other teams of the OPAG-ISS were included in the work plan of the IPET-MI.  Actions were included in the work plan of the IPET-MI to prepare for the use of features in version 2.0.

Interaction with the ISO TC 211
6.2.60
The Commission noted the need for extensions of the ISO 19115 for time issues.  The ISO TC211 should be asked by a WMO Member country to add a work item to include these.

Other WWW Data Management matters
6.2.61
The Commission recalled the revised contents for the Guide on WWW Data Management.  The Guide should be designed for electronic publication and that only those aspects of the Guide that described best practices were maintained, in the general framework of the Operational Information Service.  Guidance on other aspects of data management should be included indirectly through references to other sources of information available on the Web.  The Commission agreed that the responsibility for editing each of the part of the Guide should lie with the CBS OPAGs and expert teams with key knowledge on each topic, under the coordination of the OPAG on ISS assisted by the Secretariat, and it asked the OPAGs to contribute to updating the Guide accordingly.  It also agreed that the current Guide, which had fully served its purpose but was now outdated, should be retired from the WMO Web server

/…/

ANNEX IV

Annex to paragraphs 11.2 and 11.5 of the general summary

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF OPAG TEAMS AND RAPPORTEURS
OPAG ON INFORMATION SYSTEM AND SERVICES

The additional tasks for the OPAG on Information System and Services are as follows:

Implementation-Coordination Team on Information Systems and Services (ICT-ISS)
Inter-Programme Expert Team on Metadata Implementation (IPET-MI)

· To take the lead on identifying tools to allow users to create metadata documents, giving priority to tools to allow automated “harvesting” of routine data, to create an editor for manually creating metadata and to prepare a “best practice” guide;

· To communicate relevant ISO 191xx standards to other teams of the OPAG-ISS and to prepare for the use of “features” in version 2.0 of the WMO Core Metadata Standard.
� The standard may be found at http://wis.wmo.int





