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ANNEX III

Annex to paragraph 7.8 of the general summary

RECOMMENDED DESIGNATION PROCEDURES FOR GISCs AND DCPCs

1. Designation Procedure for Global Information System Centres (GISCs)

1.1 The procedure for the designation of GISCs consists of four steps, namely:

i) 
Statement of WIS requirements and acceptance by the programme bodies

The WMO Technical Commissions and other bodies representing the participating programmes state their requirements for WIS services and will review them periodically. The list of all relevant requirements will be compiled and regularly reviewed by the Inter-Commission Coordination Group on WIS (ICG-WIS ) which reports through the president of CBS to EC.

ii) 
Service offers by potential GISCs

The list of WIS requirements and functions as compiled by the ICG-WIS will be published to serve as a basis for offers to perform the required duties. Existing centres from the WMO basic systems may wish to apply for designation as GISC forming the core infrastructure of WIS. The service offer should include:

- 
A statement of compliance with the required WIS functions,

- 
A proposal for the area of responsibility for WIS data services, and a

- 
Formal commitment by the PR of the Member to provide such services on a routine basis.

The service offer should be addressed to WMO and will be submitted to the ICG-WIS, which will inform the president of the Regional Association(s) concerned; the ICG-WIS will analyse the proposed services versus WIS requirements as well as the compliance to the required WIS/GISC functions and specifications, and will formulate a recommendation.

iii) 
Demonstration of GISC capabilities

The candidate GISCs will be invited to demonstrate to CBS their capabilities to provide WIS services to the accredited users with the necessary reliability and quality. This refers to the real-time functions of data and product collection and dissemination as well as to non realtime services for requests. It should also include storage functions for the complete set of

WIS data and products and relevant up-to-date metadata catalogues. The coordination functions with other GISCs and the planning of mutual back-up services should also be demonstrated. Furthermore, the adherence to WIS standards and relevant data exchange policies and access rights must be granted. A formal commitment and time schedule to implement the GISC and to provide GISC services in accordance with the offer will be given by the PR of the Member operating the candidate GISC. Upon acceptance of the demonstration of capabilities of the candidate GISC, CBS will formulate the recommendation for the GISC designation.

iv) 
Designation of GISCs

The Executive Council will consider for approval the ICG-WIS recommendation and CBS recommendation for the GISC designation; after the EC approval, the GISC will be included in the relevant WMO programme documentation.
2. Designation of Data Collection or Production Centres (DCPCs)

2.1 
There are a considerable number of centres that meet the functional specifications of a DCPC already, either partly or fully. These centres are natural candidates for integration under WIS. Many of these centres have been established under the WWW Programme and have been submitted for a formal acceptance process within CBS (e.g. the World Meteorological Centres (WMC), the Regional Telecommunication Hubs of the GTS (RTH) and the Regional/Specialized Meteorological Centres). 


Apart from the operational WWW centres, there are many other centres that have been established under other WMO Programmes for the purpose of collecting programme related data or of providing products and making them available to NMHSs and other users in the form of real-time dissemination or non real-time data services. Most of the above centres and additional centres established under national responsibility have important contributions in the form of data and products to be included in WIS. Some are offering well-developed data management and data dissemination services which are of great interest to WIS.


In view of the fact that many programmes will be participating in WIS, there will be a large number of DCPC candidates. The ICG-WIS has to determine which centres should be integrated in WIS in which function. The total number of DCPCs, unlike the number of GISCs, has no, a priori, limitation, provided the GISCs are able to handle the synchronization and other communications with their attached DCPCs.

2.2 
In view of the above, the procedure for the designation of DCPCs consists of three steps, namely:

i) 
Service offers by potential DCPCs

Since potential DCPCs functions would be undertaken by centres that have been established under the respective WMO Programmes, the relevant Technical Commissions are expected to consider the service offers by potential DCPCs (likely according to procedures similar to 1.1 ii above), and to endorse their programmes’ candidate DCPCs.

The programmes’ candidate DCPCs should then be submitted to the ICG-WIS; the ICGWIS will analyse the compliance to the required WIS/DCPC functions and specifications, and will formulate a recommendation.

ii) 
Demonstration of DCPC capabilities

As for candidate GISCs, the candidate DCPC will be invited to demonstrate to CBS their capabilities to provide WIS services in compliance with the DCPCs functions and responsibilities. This refers to the possible real-time functions of data and product dissemination as well as to non real-time services for requests. It should also include the provision of relevant up-to-date metadata catalogues. The coordination and synchronization functions with the associated GISC should also be demonstrated. Furthermore, the adherence to WIS standards and relevant data exchange policies and access rights must be granted. Upon acceptance of the demonstration of capabilities of the candidate DCPC, CBS will formulate the recommendation for the DCPC designation.

iii) 
Designation of DCPC

The Executive Council will consider for approval the ICG-WIS recommendation and CBS recommendation for the DCPC designation; after the EC approval, the DCPC will be included in the relevant WMO programme documentation.

