Ourref.: OBS/DR/MTDCF GENEVA, 17 November 2009

Annexes: 2

Subject: Migration to Table-Driven Code Forms (TDCF)

Action required: To confirm or inform of the designation of national focal points for codes and
data representation matters, to provide information on the national migration
plan, and to inform on any difficulties experienced in meeting the deadline of
November 2010 to complete the migration of the data category 1, as soon as
possible, but before 15 January 2010

Dear Sir/fMadam,

As regards the migration to Table-Driven Code Forms (TDCF}), the sixty-first session of
the Executive Council {Geneva, June 2009) noted the continued slow progress and recognized
that some Members were having difficulty making the transition, but that there was a significant
increase in the development of national migration plans that should lead to a significant increase of
BUFR data exchange. The Council urged all Members to develop and implement their national
plans, in particular by using available guidance, self-training and encoder-decoder software
developed by the CBS expert teams, regional coordinators/rapporteurs and Members. It invited
the GTS Regional Telecommunication Hubs (RTHs) to facilitaie the step-by-step migration by
assisting in the definition of ad hoc arrangements between zones of responsibility of RTHs, and by
monitoring the exchange of TDCF bulletins and reports on the GTS. The Council emphasized the
importance of providing training on TDCF in the WMO Regional Training Centres and agreed to
give priority to the development and implementation of projects under technical cooperation
activities required to support the migration.

The fourteenth session of CBS (Dubrovnik, Croatia, April 2009} agreed on a schedule
for the migration to TDCF. This schedule includes dates for the completion of the migration: at
these dates, the BUFR (CREX) exchange becomes the standard WMO practice and the parallel
distribution in both Traditional Alphanumerical Codes (TAC) and TDCF is terminated. The date for
the completion of the migration of the data category 1 (SYNOP, TEMP, PILOT and CLIMAT) is
November 2010.

To: Permanent Representatives {(or Directors of Meteorological or Hydrometeorological Services)
of Members of WMO (PR-6461)

cc: President and vice-president of CBS )
Chairman of the OPAG/ISS )
Chair and vice-chair of the I[PET-DRC ) (for information)
National focal points for codes and data representation )
matters (by e-mail) )




The first meeting of Inter-Programme Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes

(IPET-DRC-1) {Geneva, September 2009} reviewed the status of the migration to TDCF and noted:

That the analysis of the WWW Monitoring exercises carried out in 2009 showed that the
number of stations, for which BUFR surface and upper-air data were expected or
received, is 818 out of the 4339 RBSN surface stations {12 per cent) and 245 out of the
794 RBSN upper-air stations (31 per cent), respectively; more detailed information is
available on the WMO server from:

hitp:/fwww.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/1SS/Meetings/IPET-
DRC_Geneva2009/Documents/IPETDRC-I_DocB-1_1.doc

With concern the lack of responses of national focal points for codes and data
representation matters to questions from the regional coordinators or surveys initiated by
the Secretariat concerning information on the national migration plans of their countries;
the information on the dates at which countries were or will be in a position to send and
receive data in TDCF and stop receiving data in TAC is insufficient to start considering ad
hoc arrangements between zones of responsibility of RTHs:

hitp:/mvww.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ISS/Meetings/IPET-
DRC_Geneva2009/Documents/IPETDRC-I_Docbs-2.doc

[PET-DRC-1 requested the Secretariat:

To invite the WMO Members to confirm or inform of the designation of national focal
points for codes and data representation matters, including the migration to Table Driven
Code Forms;

To invite the WMO Members or the national focal points for codes and data
representation matters to provide information on the national migration plans of their
countries, in particular to provide/confirm the dates at which their country was or will be in
a position to send and receive data in TDCF and stop receiving data in TAC, and to
provide information on any difficulties that their countries could experience in meeting the
deadline of November 2010 to complete the migration of the data category 1.

The report of IPET-DRC-1 is available on the WMQ server from:

hitp:/imww. wmo.int/pages/prog/mww/ISS/Mestings/IPET-
DRC_GenevaZ009/Report/Report_IPETDRC-I_Geneva2009.doc

In view of the above, | would like to invite you:

To confirm or inform of the designation of national focal points for codes and data
representation matters, including the migration to Table Driven Code Forms (see
Annex 1); the current list of focal points is available on the WMO server from:

hitp:/imww. wmo.int/pages/prog/www/MWMOCodes/FocalPoints-Migration.doc

To provide information on the national migration plan of your country, in particular to
provide/confirm the dates at which your country was or will be in a position to send and
receive data in TDCF and stop needing receiving data in TAC for national purposes (see
Annex 2);




. To inform the Secretariat on any difficulties that you country could experience in meeting
the deadline of November 2010 to complete the migration of the data category 1
(SYNOP, TEMP, PIiLOT and CLIMAT).

| would be grateful if you could provide the Secretariat with the above information as soon
as possible, but before 15 January 2010.

Yours faithfully,

G —

(Hong Yan}
for the Secretary-General
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OBS/DR/MTDCF, ANNEX 1

DESIGNATION OF A NATIONAL FOCAL POINT FOR CODES AND DATA REPRESENTATION
MATTERS, INCLUDING THE MIGRATION TO TABLE-DRIVEN CODE FORMS

The form should be returned to:
Mr Atsushi Shimazaki (AShimazaki@wmo.int, fax: +41 22 730 80 21).

The electronic version of the letter inciuding this form is available on the WMO server from the
migration home page:

http://www . wmo.int/pages/prog/wwwMWMOCodes/MigrationinfoDocum.htmi
The Permanent Representative of ... e, with WMO

designates the following person as National Focal Point for codes and data representation matters,
including the migration to Table-Driven Code Forms:
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4, Present position and type of responsibility: ... e
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Signature of Permanent Representative




WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION

OBS/DR/MTDCF, ANNEX 2

STATUS OF THE MIGRATION TO TDCF

Reference: hitp://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/imww/ISS/Meetings/IPET-DRC_Geneva2009/Document
s/IPETDRC-I_Doc5-2.doc

The dates (Month/Year [MM/YYYY]), at which the country/iocation was or will be in a position to
send and receive data in TDCF and stop needing receiving data in TAC for national purposes,
should be entered into the following table by categories CAT.1 to CAT.5 (see note 1).

The form should be refurned to:
Mr Pierre Kerhervé (pkerherve@wmo.int, fax; +41 22 730 80 21).

The electronic version of the letter including this form is available on the WMO server from the
migration home page:

hitp:/fwww wmeo.int/pages/prog/wwwAWMOCodes/MigrationinfoDocum.htmi

Countryflocation DATE (Month/Year [MM/YYYY]) at which the
country/location was or will be in a position to
send and receive data in TDCF and stop needing
receiving data in TAC for national purposes

CAT. 1 CAT.2 | CAT.3 | CAT.4| CAT.5

—fem- —femm- —fmm e o —
Note 1: Definition of the categories
CAT. 1 Common data : SYNOP, TEMP, PILOT, CLIMAT
CAT. 2 Satellite observations: SARAD, SAREP, SATEM, SATOB
CAT. 3 Aviation data: AMDAR, METAR, SPECI, TAF
CAT. 4 Maritime data: BUOY, TRACKOB, BATHY, TESAC, WAVEQB, SHIP,
PILOT SHIP, TEMP SHIP, CLIMAT SHIP, CLIMAT TEMP SHIP
CAT. 5 Miscellaneous: RADOB, IAC, IAC FLEET, GRID, RADOF




