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JUNE, HURRICANE CARLOS:
From 9 to 12 June 2015 the country was affected by an area of low pressure (later developing into Hurricane Carlos). This system was located south-west of El Salvador and Guatemala (Figure 1), bringing humidity from the Pacific Ocean. The low pressure was highly likely to turn into a tropical cyclone, and on 10 June it became tropical depression 3-E, later developing into Tropical Storm Carlos south-west of Puerto Escondido México (Figure 2). Tropical Storm Carlos maintained the humidity from the Pacific and moved the Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) to a position off the Pacific coast of Central America (Figure 3), bringing increased rainfall over the country, with a maximum of 129 mm along the west coast of El Salvador (Figure 4). It subsequently became Hurricane Carlos south of Mexico.
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(Chart for 10 June)
Figure 1. Low pressure is observed south-west of El Salvador and Guatemala, with the onset of humidity from the Pacific.
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(Chart for 11 June)
Figure 2. Tropical Storm Carlos is located south of Mexico and maintains the humidity from the Pacific. 
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(Chart for 12 June)
Figure 3. Tropical Storm Carlos moves the ITCZ to a position off the Pacific coast of Central America and maintains the humidity from that region.
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Station   Department Accumulated
                                           (mm)        
Ishuatan         Sonsonate      129.2
Berlin              Usulutan         78.60 
Vila El Rosario  Morazan          60.2


                                                                                                 Rainfall (mm)

Period: From 7 a.m. on 11 June to 7 a.m. on 12 June 2015
Figure 4. Showing the maximum amount of rain (129 mm) recorded along the western coast at Ishuatán station.
OCTOBER, HURRICANE PATRICIA:
An active tropical wave was observed moving slowly over El Salvador. This system activated the ITCZ, positioning it off the Pacific coast of Central America. The tropical wave turned into low pressure south of Tehuantepec, Mexico (Figure 1), maintaining stormy conditions over the country (Figure 2), with significant rainfall in the eastern region (Figure 3) and later along the western coastal region of El Salvador (Figure 4). This low pressure became Hurricane Patricia south of Mexico.
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(Chart for 17 October)
Figure 1. The low pressure system south of Tehuantepec Mexico and the onset of humidity from the Pacific. 
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(Chart for 18 October)
Figure 2. Low pressure maintains the ITCZ off Central America, bringing stormy conditions (onset of high humidity)



. [image: ]
	EL SALVADOR
UNITED FOR GROWTH
	ENVIRONMENTAL OBSERVATORY
SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF ACCUMULATED RAINFALL
	MAXIMUM RECORDED
Station   Department Accumulated
                                           (mm) 
Please see chart for details


                                                                                                 Rainfall (mm)

Period: From 7 a.m. on 16 October to 7 a.m. on 17 October 2015

Figure 3. Stormy conditions bring peaks of more than 150 mm of rain in the eastern region of El Salvador
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                                                                                                 Rainfall (mm)
Period: From 7 a.m. on 17 October to 7 a.m. on 18 October 2015

Figure 4. Subsequently, maximums of 150 mm of rain are observed along the western coast of the country, still under the influence of low pressure and the ITCZ.
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