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International Network for Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems (NM-HEWS) in Asia and the Pacific

In the last decade, the Asia-Pacific region had 1,624 reported disasters. From these, approximately 400,000 people lost their lives, and around 1.4 billion were suffered.[footnoteRef:1] Disasters continued to undermine hard-won development gains across the region, and impacts of disasters constitute a serious threat to the attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and thus, in the Asia-Pacific, building resilience to disasters is not a matter of choice.  [1: ] 


Establishing proper early warning systems is a critical element in protecting our development gains, and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (the Sendai Framework) recognizes the importance of early warning systems (EWS) in reducing the disaster risk. These early warning systems should cover multi-hazards considering the cascading impacts of natural hazards and climate change. Accordingly, the Sendai Framework calls for enhancing and strengthening multi‐hazard early warning systems (MHEWS). 

In response to this call, the International Network for Multi‐Hazard Early Warning Systems (IN‐MHEWS) is being established as a multi‐stakeholder partnership that will facilitate the sharing of expertise and good practices for MHEWS. As a broad-based networking initiative on early warning, IN-MHEWS is not meant to be an operational network of MHEWS. Instead, it will exemplify the importance of multi-stakeholder cooperation in MHEWS as a way to advocate the implementation and/or improvement of multi-hazard early warning systems, to compile and disseminate lessons learned regarding early warning systems, and to increase the efficiency of investments in MHEWS for societal resilience.

Member States of ESCAP also recognized the need to strengthen people-centred multi-hazard early warning systems and requested the ESCAP secretariat to work on multi-hazard early warning systems at the regional level through the Commission resolution 71/12 adopted in May 2015. Accordingly, ESCAP outlined a concept multi-hazard early warning system as the regional component of WMO-led IN-MHEWS, based on ESCAP’s experience in regional mechanisms including 
· Panel on Tropical Cyclones,
· Typhoon Committee, and
· Regional Drought Mechanisms and Multi-donor Trust Fund on Tsunami, Disaster and Climate Preparedness.

ESCAP's new initiatives on regional cooperation mechanism for flood forecasting and early warning in transboundary river basins, and putting in place a research network(s) for flash floods, GLOFS and landslides highlight its ongoing efforts towards strengthening multi-hazard regional early warning systems in the region (Figure). 

[image: ]

ESCAP with partners has also developed the tools for multi-sectoral impact assessment of slow-onset disasters - which were used for 2015/2016 El Nino Impact Outlook in Asia and the Pacific. 

Under the agenda item 9.4, the concept will be presented for the discussion with PTC member Countries.
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